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} 
eneficial to the Government of the United } 
Gates, IS it any argument against it, that it ben- 
~.< yg while it benefits you to the same extent? 
, is tbe only point on which we base this. 
0 e word about our transferring these lands to 
apany. 1 did not suppose it was a matter of 
‘quence to the public, or to the Govern- 
f rhe United States, whether the State of || 
-sold these lands and made the road her- 
»y whether she gave them to a company to 
the road by disposing of the lands, provided 
‘es comply with our contract with the Gov- 
~ pet—provided that we make the road within | 
ho tyme specified, and carry the mails as we agreed 
-do—and provided we comply with all the stipu- 
na which you choose to limpose. But ] in- 
‘nd to show to the Senator from Massachusetts 
e is a wide distinction between our pass- 
wm act of Congress vesting the titles of lands 
in the State of Illinois, in the State of Massa- 


isetts, or in any Other State, and giving the title 


« aisO § 
r 
, 


j 
j 
| 
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io the Illinois Legislature, and allowing that State 
1 provide for the making of the road. When 
vou give lands to the States within which they lie 
for the purpose of making a road, the State will 
make such arrangements with regard to taxation— 
with regard to the time for selling the lands—with 
‘ecard to the construction of the road—with regard 
to preemption rights and settlement—as for itself 
each State shall deem wise and proper with ref- 
erence to its own interests; but if Congress here 
nakes a grant of land to a foreign corporation, the 
State has no such power over that corporation to 
provide these conditions—to provide for the pro- 
ection of its own citizens. ‘There is the great 
point of distinction. The distinction we have is 
n accordance with State-rights. We wish to 
reserve to each of the States the power to protect 
3 own interests against any of these specula- 
If Illinois has made a bad contract, she 
has only to blame herself. She cannot blame 
he Federal Government. We are content with 
ihe contract which we have made, and so ought 
you to be content, because you will find that we 
will make the road which we stipulated to make 
within half the time you allowed us for making it. 
If we give you the road in five years instead of ten 


uons. 


years, a8 Was stipulated, we think it should not | 


a matter of complaint urged against us; and if 
we make more money out of it than you expected, 
tought not to be any objection when you make 
ust as much as we do; and when you, therefore, 
have been benefited more than you expected to be 
vhen you made the grant. 

Mr. DAVIS. Mr. President, | am not aware 
of having expressed any opinion, or entertained 
any sentiment which would authorize the con- 
struction that f urged any such argument as the 
Senator suggests several persons have urged—that 
is, that the lands granted to Illinois are worth $10 
per acre. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I said that the Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. Dawson,] who was acting with 
the Senator from Massachusetts against the bill, 
irged it. 

Mr. DAVIS. Iam not acting against the bill. 
| was addressing the Senate on the policy gener- 
ally. I announced that I intended to vote for the 
vill. But I wish the whole subject to be spread 
before the Senate. I wish now to say, that I 
think there is no inconsiderable share of delusion 
on this subject; and that the hopes and expecta- 
tons which are put forth in regard to these lands 
are destined to be disappointed. That there is to 
be ho such sum realized as was suggested by the 
Senator from Georgia, is quite apparent, unless 
there is a change in the state of things. All our 
experience leads us to a different conclusion from 
that of the honorable Senator from Georgia. Allour 
Xperience shows us, that no such hopes and no 
such expectations have hitherto been realized; and 
that is what makesmedoubt very much whetler we 
realize even the $2 50 per acre. Perhaps the Sena- 
‘or (Mr. Dovexas] participates in the same doubt, 
a8 he takes no notice of the guarantee which I 
proposed of $2 50 per acre. [ do not mean to 
eny the proposition which the Senator states, 


49 





| the price of land be kept down. 
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| that running a railroad through a section of coun- 


try, has a tendency to increase the value of lands. 
And if it were not a fact that the quantity of land 
brought into the market is immensely increased 
every year; and if it were not that the territory 
exposed to sale was not so vastly extended, it 
would have a very serious influence. But so long 
as there is good land to be obtained in any quan- 


| ties, in portions of the country where it is desir- 


able to settle, at the minimum price, so long will 
There may be 
particular places and particular points, having a 
value from contingent causes, that will command 
larger prices. But the general price of land for 
agricultural purposes, according to oui experience, 


| doesnot jusufy any hopes of extravagant prices, 


even where improvements go. 

I have made no complaint of the State of Iili- 
nois for undertaking to make her railroad through 
acompany. I think she isa litde unjust towards 


| us, if she condemns the United States for retard- 
| ing settlements by sales at the minimum price for 
| settlement, and when the lands ure given to her, 


holds them up for higher prices, or puts them into 
the hands of private companies, raising expecta- 
tions that they, in time, may realize more. She 
insists that we shall encourage settlement; but 
takes to herself the right to speculate. She disap- 
proves of individual proprietors, if they are spec- 
ulators or corporations, as prejudicial to her inter- 
ests, if they buy of the United States; but when 
they buy of her, it is quite a different matter, and 
quite a wholesome good policy, though it may not 
promote settlement. The practice of the United 
States to hold land at $1 25 per acre is oppressive; 


| while Illinois may hold it at twice that, without 


objection. I placed these conditions im contrast 
with each other. This is all I intended; and let 
the argument pass for what it is worth. It is 
crowing late, and I will not detain the Senate. 
Mr. RHETT. Mr. President, I wish to say 
but a few words in defense of the Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. Dawson,] who is not now here. 
Neither of the Senators from that State is now on 
this floor. I think the Senator from Illinois [Mr. 


| Doveras]} has not to-day done, and I think the 


Senator from Michigan (Mr. Cass] did not yes- 
terday do, entire justice to thatSenator. I under- 
stand his position to be this: that, according to 
| the statement of the company to which the State 
| of Illinois had turned over all her lands, they ex- 
yected to realize $10 per acre on the lands received 
xy them. They had organized their company 
upon that supposition, and the Senator from Geor- 
gia took it as being a fact, and therefore thought 
it a fair position for argument before the Senate. 
Is it not so? The Senator from Georgia did not 
mean to say that alternate sections may not ap- 
| preciate up to the amount of double the previous 
price, when they were capable of being brought 
into market at any time, and as soon as purchasers 
wanted them; but he intended to say that the State 
of Illinois, by making a contract by which she 
turned over these lands to a company, to be held 
by them indefinitely, and without any limitation 
whatever, gave to the company the power of real- 
izing $10 per acre on these lands. That was his 
position; and does anybody doubt but that that 
position is true? 
When the proposition was made here the other 
day, that a should be given to the old States, 
| to be located in the new States, did not my friend 
| from Iowa [Mr. Dopce] speak of it in terms of 
| indignation? Why, he nearly looked, if he did 
hot entirely use, the word ‘ Nullification.’’ I felt 
| pretty sure that he would almost favor nullifica- 
tion to prevent it. If I understood his views and 
| temper on that subject, he would not allow the old 
States to have a great mass of land in lowa, to be 
| controlled by them, and kept out of market just 
so long as they pleased for speculating purposes. 
Yet, what has the State of Illinois done? What 
do these new States do, which thus rebuke with 
such force and such anger, the proposition to con- 
solidate large masses of land in them, beyond 
what are needed by their settlers? Illinois has 
| made a contract wubameupeny to build the road, 
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and not an acre of land, I believe, is to be sold, 
until the road is made; and after the road is made, 
the company is to have entire control of the land. 
That I understand to be the nature of the contract 
between the State of Illinois and the company to 
which she has granted these lands. I believe | 
am correct in this. If Lam not, I should like to 
be put right. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The land is to be sold as the 
road progresses. The land still belongs to the 
State, and is only given to the company condi- 
tionally, and is to be appropriated gradually for 
the construction of the road, and for no other pur- 
,08¢e. 

Mr. RHETT. Butif they construct ther rad, 
do they not get the land? Do they not getit as 
they go along, in sections? Do they not then ap- 
propriate the land, and keep it as long as they 
choose? 

Mr. SHIELDS. They receive the land as they 
go on with the work. 

Mr. RHETT. But they get the land, and can 
uge it, and keep itin market as long as they please. 

‘Mr. SHIELDS. The Senator is mistaken in 
one thing. They are bound to sell the land. 
‘hey cannot retain it. ‘There are terms imposed 
on them for the construction of the road. The 
land is given to them for that They 
cannot speculate upon it, and hold it up. 

Mr. RHETT. Thatis only going round the 
path. The company get the land for making the 
road; and when they get it, they can hold itas long 
asthey please. They are not bound toconvertthe 
land into money within any specified time. That 
is the practical operation of it; and so I understood 
from acertain gentleman with whom I conversed 
on the subject. 

Now, what I wish to say is this: that the posi- 
tion of the Senator from Georgia was based upon 
the fact that this company in Ilimois had the power 
of holding lands there, and that the practical effect 
of the arrangement made with the State of Illinois 
was, that the company could hold these lwnds as 
long as it pleased, and realize from them what it 
pleased. The company estimated these lands to 
be worth, to it, $10 per acre; and on that supposi- 
tion the Senator from Georgia came forward, and 
said that this company expected to realize that 
amount according to its own statement. And that 
it will do it, appears to be very reasonable. I 
have no doubt it will be done. It may take some 
time to accomplish it, but it will eventually be 
done. I think, therefore, that the Senator from 
Georgia, in his view of it, steers entirely clear of 
the position taken by the Senator from Illinois. 
The Senator from Georgia did not say that the 
United States would not realize that amount from 
their lands; but he said that if you allowed any 
proprietor of lands, either a company or a State, 
to hold them as long as it pleased, it could appre- 
ciate them up to $10 per acre. That is all he did 
assert. It seems to me that there is no incompat- 
ibility between the position taken by the Senator 
from Georgia, and that taken by the Senator from 
Illinois. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
read a third time. 

On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


purpose. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, -Warch 16, 1852. 

The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. Lirtteron F. Moraan. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved 

The SPEAKER stated, as the first business in 
order, the reception of reports from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

Mr. HOUSTON moved that the rules be sus- 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the stete of the Union, 
for the purpose of taking up the deficiency bill. 

Mr. ALLISON asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to introduce a bill, of which previous 
notice had been given. 


| Mr, HOUSTON. 


Prayer 


I will say to the gentleman 
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from Pennsylvania, that I have had at least a 
dozen applications from gentlemen having similar 
requests to prefer to the House. The gentleman 
knows the very great difficulty I have had in ar- 
riving at the point which I have now reached, and 
I hope, therefore, he will withdraw his request, 
and let us go into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, and take up the deficiency 
bill. 

Mr. ALLISON. 
press my request. ee 

Mr. CHANDLER. Ihave a similar request 
to make; but, under the cireumstances, | will with- 
hold it. 

Mr. ORR. I was desirous of making a report 
or two from the Committee on Public Lands, but 
i have no objection to withhold them. 

Mr. COBB. I have no objection to the mo- 
tion of my colleague, if it is understood that, asa 
matter of course, the deficiency bill will come up 
in the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. It is by universal consent 
agreed, | believe, that the deficiency bill should be 
taken up. 

Mr. COBB. Very well, sir. Then 
objection to my colleague’s motion. 

The question was then taken on Mr. Houston’s 
motion, and it was agreed to. 

So the rules were suspended, and the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union, (Mr, Means in the chair.) 

THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

On motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the committee 
proceeded to consider THlouse bill No. 207, ** to 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
service of the fiscal year ending the 30th of June, 
1852.”’ 

Mr. HILLYER obtained the floor and said: 
Mr. Chairman, | desire to call the attention of the 
committee toaremark made by the gentleman from 
Virginia, |Mr. MeMvuurn,| some weeksago, in re- 
ply to the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. CaBet,] 
in which the honorable gentleman from Virginia 
took occasion to say of the Union party of Geor- 
gia, that it was composed of factions of all parties, 
and he saw proper to apply to that honorable and 
vatriotiec association, the term ** piebald.’’ 

Mr. McMULLIN, (interrupting.) I did use 
the word attributed to me by the honorable gentle- 
man, but [ used it under the excitement of the mo- 
ment. I intended nothing disrespectful to that 
party; forthe gentleman is, perhaps, not aware 
that [ acted and coéperated with it during the last 
Convress. 

But, sir, with the permission of the gentleman 
from Georgia, I will make one further remark, for 
I do not expect to trespass upon the House again. 
I did feel somewhat sensitive upon the subject of 
the Union party 

Mr. BROOKS. TIrise toa point of order. If 
the House chooses to permit this latitude of debate 
to the delay of the public business, so be it; but [ 
feel itmy duty to make the point of order. I ask 
for the reading of the 31st rule. 

Mr. McMULLIN._ | would inquire of the 
gentleman from New York, whether he makes his 
point of order on the gentleman from Georgia or 
on myself? 

Mr. BROOKS. On both of you. 

The Clerk then read the 31st rule, as follows: 

* When any member is about to speak in debate, or de 
liver any matter to the House, he shall rise from his seat, 
and respectfully address himselfto ‘Mr, Speaker ;’ and shall 
confine himself to the question under debate, and avoid 
personality. ”? 

Mr. BROOKS, Now, with the greatest respect 
for both of the gentlemen opposite, but from the 
imperious necessity of transacting the public busi- 
ness, | make this point of order, that in a debate 
on the deficiency bill, it is not in order to discuss 
matters relative to party. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair decides that the 
rule, construed literally, would preclude the re- 
marks of the gentlemen from Georgia and Vir- 
ginia; but under the uniform practice of the House, 
the Chair cannot now undertake to rule them out 
of order; and therefore rules the gentleman to be 
in order. : 

Mr. BROOKS. With the permission of the 
Chair, | will remark that Iam well aware the Chair 
has decided according to the practice of the House 
this session; but during the last Congress, in three 
or four cases, when it was imperiously necessary 


Very well, sir. I will not 


I have no 


_THE CONG 


to transact the public business, the House did con- | 
fine itself literally to the rule, because it found it 

utterly impossible to debate the real question under 

consideration if it did not so confine itself. It will 

be impossible hereafter to debate any matter of 

public business whatsoever, unless upon some bill 

like this the House will confine itself within its 

rules. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
not debatable. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is not de- 
batable; but if the gentleman from New York 
wishes to wet the sense of the committee, he can 
take an appeal from the decision of the Chair. 

Mr. BROOKS. I feel it my duty, from the 
imperious necessity of transacting the public busi- 
ness, to take an appeal. 

Mr. EVANS. | am perfectly aware that the 
Chair has decided in conformity with what has 
latterly been the practice of the House. 

Mr. JONES. Kt is not in order to debate the 
appeal, 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman from Mary- 
land is out of order in debating this question. The 
Chair will state the question. ‘The gentleman from 
New York [Mr. Brooks] raises the point of order 
that the gentemen from Georgia and Virginia are 
out of order in debating any other proposition than 
the deficiency bill, now before the committee. 
The Chair has decided the gentlemen from Geor- 
gia and Virginia to be in order, in conformity with 
the practice heretofore observed by the committee. 
Irom that decision the gentleman from New York 
appeals, and the question now is, ‘*Shall the de- 
cision of the Chair stand as the judgment of the 
committee?’ 

Mr. EVANS. I respectfully call the attention 
of the Chair to the note to the second rule, and 
also to the 35th rule. IE think if the Chair con- 
sults those rules, he will not decide me to be out of 
order in debating this appeal. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman is out of 
order, in the opinion of the Chair. He can take 
an appeal from that decision, if he desires it. 

Mr. EVANS. I cannot take an appeal, for 
there is one already pending. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from New 
York has taken an appeal from the decision of the 
Chair; does the Chair decide that that appeal is 
not debatable? It seems to me that if there are | 
any cases in which appeals are debatable, this is | 
clearly one of them. 

The CHAIRMAN. 


the appeal is not debatable. 


This question is 


- 
The Chair decides that | 


Is an appeal taken 


| from that decision? 


Mr. HOUSTON. 
appeal. 

Mr. BROOKS. 
appeal. 

‘Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. CuanDLER 
and Beate appointed. 

The question was then taken, ‘* Shall the deci- 
sion of the Chair stand as the judgment of the com- 
mittee?’’? and it was decided in the affirmative— 
ayes 79, noes 42. 

So the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the remarks of the gentlemen from Georgia and 
Virginia were ruled to be in order. 

Mr. HILLYER resumed his remarks. He had 
no objection to excuse the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia; but the same principles and opinions had 
been avowed by others with reference to the Union 
party of Georgia. He was proud to say this day, 
on this floor, that, instead of being composed of 
factions of all parties, from the mountains to the 
seaboard, and all along the line, there is not in it 
one Abolitionist, not one Free-soiler, not one man 
for a tariff for protection, and, so far as he knew 
and believed, there was not one bank man, not 
one internal improvement man; but all within that 
mighty host are for a strict construction of the: 
Constitution, and for the sovereign rights of the 
States. 

He then vindicated the Union party of Georgia, | 
showing the causes which led to its formation, 
which was from necessity, founded in patriotism, 
and under circumstances beyond their control; and 
towards the conclusion of his remarks, he favored 
the sending of delegates to the Baltimore Conven- 
tion, conceiving that the principles of the Demo- 
cratic party are coévil with those on which our 
Government is established. 

Mr, GIDDINGS next addressed the committee 


You cannot pile appeal on 


I must ask for tellers on my 


} 
} 


i against the fugitive slave law, slavery in the Dis- |! 
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trict of Columbia and the Territories, and 
wise slave trade. ‘Thoseewho sustain the en... 
mise, he maintained, vote to continue a. 
trade; and as to a fugitive slave, the people eae 
States are no more bound to seize and FY. ag 
to the person claiming to be his owner, a 
are to deliver up a runaway horse in the st a 
He denied the constitutional right to the Feder 
Government to legislate for the maintenance 
slavery. ‘The curses, and blessings if ther. ; 
any, of it, belong to the South, and with wi 
the North wish to have nothing to do, and sho,.); 
not be required to sustain the burdens in eon», 
tion with it. Po 
Mr. JACKSON “next obtained the floor H 
defended his own course and the State-Rights pow... 
of the State of Georgia, one of whose represents 
tives, he said, he had the honor tobe. = If the»... 
ile who sent him to Congress are disunionists. ¥),.. 
inference is that he had forgotton his duty to his 
country, and is a disunionist; but in his political 
course of twenty years he had never felt the F ; 
desire to see the Union of his country disgolyeq 
Although a Union man, according to a strict eon 
struction ©! the Constitution, he had always heen 
a Democrat; and he would permit no constitutions! 
Union man, or Southern man to cut him off then 
his connection with the Democratic party. 7 
{These speeches will be found im the Append x,] 
Mr. APPLETON, of Maine, here obtained the 
floor, but yielded to : 
Mr. ORR, who moved that the committee rise. 


the coasy. 


e 


3 Darty 


which motion was agreed to. 


The committee accordingly rose, and the Speak. 
er having resumed the chair, the chairman of thp 
committee reported that the Committee of thy, 
Whole on the state of the Union had had the 
Union generally under consideration, and particu. 
larly House bill No. 207, and had come to no con- 
clusion thereon. 


PROPOSITION TO CLOSE DEBATE, 


Mr. HOUSTON. I desire to offer to the House 
a resolution to terminate debate upon the bill which 
has been under discussion to-day. It must be evi- 
dent to the House that all of the debate which is 
pertinent to the propositions contained in this bil! 
must be had under the five-minutes rule, or else we 
must change the mode of speaking. Not a word, 
not an allusion has been made to-day to the bill 
under consideration. I propose, therefore,a reso- 
lution terminating debate on it to-morrow at four 
o’clock; and on Thursday we can carry on the 
five minutes debate, and finish up the speaking. 

Mr. EVANS. I do not intend to object to this 


| resolution, but I do trust that upon a bill of such 
_ importance gentlemen of the House will see the 


necessity of its being debated. 
The SPEAKER. Gentlemen must be aware 


| that this is not a debatable question. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I want to suggest to my 
friend from Maryland [Mr. Evans] the fact that 


| we shall have no debate upon the merits of the 
| bill, in all probability, until we have the five-min- 


utes rule, and I want to get to the debate upon it 
in that way. These speeches have no relation to 
the bill whatever, or to its provisions. 

Mr. EVANS. It is true, as the gentleman 
states, that the debate here has been upon every- 


| thing inappropriate to the subject under considera- 


tion, and I think that it is a warning to the Housé 
to enforce its rules. 

Mr. HOUSTON. We have tried that. _ 

Mr. EVANS. I do not wish to speak against 
the wishes of the House, and if it is the sense 0! 
the House that I shall not say anything I will sit 
down. 

Mr. ORR. 
the resolution. 


Mr. EVANS. 


I wish to make a modification of 


I will give you an opportu 


| nity. 


The SPEAKER. Debate is not in order. 

Mr. EVANS. Iam proceeding by unanimous 
consent, if not I will take my seat. 

Mr. KING, of New York. If the gentleman 


_is asking that the rules be enforced, I hope he wi! 


observe them himself. I object to the discussion. 
Mr. POLK. Isit proper to ask the chairman o! 

the Committee of Ways and Means a question: 
The SPEAKER. It canbe done only by anan- 


| jmous consent. 


Mr. POLK. I merely wish to ask lim the 
amount of the deficiency whieh this bill propose? 
to'appropriate. 
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“Mr. HOUSTON. It is about $3,000,000. 

Vr. POLK. Then [ ask the chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, if he desires this 
House to consider, under the five-minutes rule, a 
jroposition approprialng $8,000,000 ? 
Mr. HOUSTON. I will reply to 
man from ‘Tennessee. I suppose the House will 
silow me to do so. If any legitimate debate had 
hae proposed upon this bill, I should not have 
1a termination of it. As long as gentlemen 
‘hould lezitimately debate the provisions of the 
| | would not propose to stop It. The gentle- 
| walksof five minutes. That is the only legit- 
ue debate that I expect to have, and I want as 
time to appropriate to five minutes debate as 


the gentle- 


sket 


ma 
mu h 
possible. 

" Mr. POLK. 
me a moment. 
Mr. STUART. 

The SPEAKER. 
cept by unanimous consent. 

Mr. POLK. I wish to ask another question. 

Mr. ORR. I propose to amend, by striking out 
«four o’clock,’’ and insert ‘‘ Saturday, at three 
o'clock.” 

Mr. EVANS. I move to amend the amend- 
ment,so as to provide that all debate not upon the 
merits of the question, after to-morrow at two 
o'clock, shall be out of order, [Laughter.] 

Mr. CLEVELAND. I move the House ad- 
journ. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
arreed to. 

So the House adjourned until to-morrow at 
twelve o’clock. 


I hope that the House will indulge 


I cannot, and I object. 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. THOMAS M. HOWE gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, or same subsequent day, ask leave tobring ina 
bill granting to the State of Pennsylvania 1,000,009 acres of 
the public lands to aid in the construction of the Pittsburg, 
Kittanning, aud Warren railroad. 





PETITIONS, &c. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented | 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 
By Mr. CURTIS: The petition of Benjamin Betford, an 
assistant marshal in Erie county, Pennsylvania, praying 
for extra compensation in taking the census. 
Also, a petition of like import of Wim. Campbell, assist- 
ant marshal of Jefferson county, Pennsylvania. 


By Mr. AVERETT: The petition of citizens of Henry | 


county. Virginia, against the extension of the Woodworth 
patent for planing boards, &c. 

By Mr. ASHE : Papers in relation to the claim of Lieu- 
tenant Edward Cantwell, for property lost during the war 
with Mexico. 


By Mr. GORMAN: The memorial of assistant marshals | 


of Morgan county, in the State of Indiana, praying addi- 
tional compensation for taking the census. 


Also, the petition of inhabitants of the town of Lawrence- 


Debate cannot be had, ex- 
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| Indiana, praying extra compensation for taking the Seventh 
Census. 

By Mr. TUCK: The memorial of Ichabod Goodwin, 
James N. Tariten, and others, of Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, in favor of granting aid to the Collins’s line of steam 
ships. 

By Mr. JONES, of New York: The memorial of 107 
citizens of Onondaga and State of New York, against the 
extension of the Woodwerth patent for planing boards, kc. 

Ry Mr. GOODENOW:: The petition of Samuel! Odiorne 
and others, inhabitants of Kittery, York county, Maine, and 
residents on an island in Piscataqua river, praying for leave 
to connecta bridge from their island with Navy-yard Island, 
and for a right of way across Navy yard Island. 

Also, the petition of Mark Dennett and 92 others, 
of the same. 

ty Mr. MeNAIR: Eleven petitions of the 
citizens of Montgomery county, in the State 
vania, praying a modification of the tariff on iron. 

Also, the petition of Isaac Lane and 50 others, citizens 
of Delaware county, in the State of Pennsylvania, praying 
the extension of the Woodworth patent for planing boards, 
&e. 

by Mr. BABCOCK : The petition of 
wego, New York, for a 
Oswego. 


in aid 


Democratic 


of Peansyl 


204 citizens of Os 
marine hospital at the port of 
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Prayer by the Rev. Lirrtetron F. Morean. 
NEW 
Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I have been re- 
| quested to present the credentials of the Hon. 
Joun B. Wetien, elected a Senator of the United 

States from the State of California. 

The credentials were read. 

Mr. McRAE. I ask leave to present to the 
Senate the credentials of the honorable SrerpHen 
ApDAmMs, recently elected by the Legislature of the 
State of Mississippi to fill the vacancy occasioned 
by the resignation of the honorable Jetierson Davis, 
which has been for a short time humbly filled by 
myself. I presenting these credentials, I take my 
leave of you, Mr. President, and of the Senate, 
with the most cordial good feeling towards all the 

| Senators, for the uniform courtesy and kindness 
they have shown to me, from the time | took my 
seat here until the present moment. 
The credentials were read, and the honorable 
; Messrs. Wetier and Apams came forward; and 
the oath prescribed by law having been adminis- 
tered to them, they took their seats. 


LEGISLATION OF OREGON. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate copies of the Journal and acts of the Legislative 
Assembly of Oregon, of the second session thereof, 
|| begun and held at Oregon City, December 2, 1850, 
transmitted to him by the Secretary of that Terri- 
tory, in obedience to law; which were ordered to 
be referred to the Committee on Territories. 


SENATORS. 


burg, in the State of Indiana, praying the enactment of a | 


law for the organization of companies of military colonists, | 


to be settled in the western territories for the protection of 
the inhabitants against Indian aggressions. 

Also, additional papers in relation to the claim of James 
W. Carter against the Post Office Department. 


By Mr. JENKINS: The petition of the inhabitants of | 


the city of Utiea, New York, for the speedy passage of a 
law to protect American inventors. 
By Mr. SCHOONMAKER: The petition and accompa- 


nying papers of the heirs of Captain Frederick Schoon- | 


maker, of New York, for the payment of their claim as 


such heirs against the United States for moneys paid and | 


services rendered in the war of the Revolution. 
By Mr. LANDRY: The memorial of the New Orleans 
Seamen’s Home Association. 


Also, the petition of citizens of New Orleans, creditors of | 


the late Republic of Texas. 


1 Also, the memorial of Augustus S. Phelps, of Louisiana, | 


administrator of the estate of Albert G. Pheips, praying 
Congress for relief. 


By Mr. DOTY : The memorial of the Legistature of Wis- | 


con in favor of a mail route from Waukesha to Fond du 
aac, 


By Mr. BOWNE: The petition of Frederick Morris, 
Wm. M. Muchmore, and Francis B. Spinola, a committee | 
on the part ofthe Common Council of Brooklyn, New York, || 


praying the release of Smith O’Brien and his companions 
in exile. 


By Mr. JONES, of Pennsylvania : Resolutions of the Le- | 


gislature of Pennsylvania in relation to the release of Smith 
O’Brien and his associates. 
Also, resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania rec- 
ommending a navy-yard, depot, and dry deck on the lakes. 
By Mr. MeMULLIN: The memorial of Jon J. Winn, 


Assistant marshal of Albemarle county, in the State of Vir- | 


cinla, praying additional compensation for taking the cen- 
Sus, 


By Mr. CHURCHWELL : The petition of F. M. Pryor, | 


assistant inarshal for Franklin county, Tennessee, praying 
extra compensation for taking the Seventh Censur, 


By Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi: The petition of Mo- || 


hette & Carvu, of Mississippi, praying compensation for 
ia done by them for the United States in the year 
By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The petition of Jared C. 


Joscelyn, United States assistant marshal for Floyd county, 


RELIEF OF AMERICANS ABROAD. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair has received a 
memorial from Mr. John Randolph Clay, our 
Charge d’ Affaires at Lima, setting forth that there 
are numerous American citizens thrown upon the 
shores of that country in very destitute circum- 
stances. He states that the Consul of the United 
States there and himself have exhausted all their 
means in endeavoring to relieve these unfortunate 
men. There is no provision of Congress for it. 
The only act of Congress on the subject relates to 
seamen, and provides that when they shall be in 
destitute circumstances a®road, they shall be re- 
|| lieved and sent home by the consuls of the United 
States. The memorialist asks that some provis- 
ion muy be made by which these destitute men 
may be furnished with bread, which they are un- 
| able to obtain in a foreign jand. 

Mr. HAMLIN. This memorial, it seems to 
me, involves a question somewhat of a commer- 
cial character. It also has some connection with 
our consular system. It might, perhaps, appro- 
| priately be referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce; but I am inclined to think it has a more 
intimate connection with our foreign relations, 
|| and therefore move that it be referred to the Com- 
mitte on Foreign Relations. 

The motion was agreed to. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. BADGER presented the memorial of Rhoda 
| McRae, praying the appointment of a tribunal to 
review the decisions of the late Board of Commis- 
sioners for the settlement of claims of American 
citizens against Mexico; which was referred to 
| the select committee appointed on that subject. 
| Mr. SOULE. I am requested to present to 
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the Senate the petition of A. Boyd, praying the 
reimbursement of certain expenses incurred by 
him in taking the census in the parish of [berville, 
Louisiana. In presenting this petition, | wish to 
that this individual performed the duty of 
taking the census under the most trying cireum- 
stances. 


say, 
The parish in which he had to exercise 
his jurisdiction was overflowed by the Mississip- 
pi, and, in consequence of that, he had to incur 
expenses which were not contemplated when he 
was appointed. He now applies to Congress in 
th expe 
recommend the petition to the serious ittention of 


order to be compensated for nsexr, ] 
the Committee of Claims, to which | move that it 
be referred. 

It was so referred 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petit 
chants and other citizens of Savann: 
praving 


of mer- 
Creorefia, 
to Col 


to 


that further aid may he extended 


lins’s hne which was referred 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, the petition of Edward Milton, late a ser- 
reant in the Army » praying an increase of pension, 
which was referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


of steam-shins: 


Also, a memorial of officers of the army stationed 
at I’ort Monroe, Virginia, praying that the 
ters of officers at the permanent military posts may 
be furnished; which was referred to the Commit 
tee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the memorial of the widow of John Bal 
ster, who was killed at Charleston arsenal while 
fer 


quar- 


which was re red 
to the Committee on Pensions. 
Mr. NORRIS presented a petiti 
Hinsdale, New I lampshire, remonstrating against 
the further extension of Woodworth’s patent for 


in the discharge of his duty; 


mn of “tizens of 


a planing machine; which was referred to the 
Committee on Patents and the Patent Once. 

Mr. BRODHEAD presented the petition of 
Emily H. Plummer, widow of Samuel M,. Plum 


mer, late an officer in the Army, praying a pen 
sion; which was referred 
Pensions. 

Also, ten petitions of citizens of Montgomery 
county, Pennsylvania, praying a modification of 
the tariff; and a petition of iron workers of Nor- 
ristown, Pennsylvania, praying an increase of the 
duties on iron; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Middletown, Penn- 
sylvania, remonstrating against the further exten- 
sion of Woodworth’s patent fora planing machine; 
which was referred to the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office. 

Mr. BORLAND. I present the memorial of 
Lieutenant Raphael Semmes, of the Navy, pray- 
ing an extra allowance, at the rate of $700 a year, 
for services in the Coast Survey. In presenting 
it, [think it proper to state what is the ground of 
the application. A survey of the coast between 
Appalachicola Bay and the Mississippi river was 
ordered a few years ago, and Lieutenant Powell, 
of the Navy, was directed to make it. Before 
Lieutenant Powell had completed the survey, he 
was superseded by Lieutenant Semmes, who com- 
pleted it. Lieutenant Powell applied to the De- 
partment for the usual extra allowance as com- 
mander of the expedition. The Department being 
unable to pay it, for want of authority, applica 
tion was made to Congress, and an appropriation 
of money ($10,000) was voted to pay all those 
extra and incidental expenses. The appropriation 
was in part expended in the payment of Lieuten 
ant Powell and the men under his command. 
After Lieutenant Semmes had completed the sur- 
vey, he also made application upon the ground 
upon which his predecessor had been paid. He was 
informed that the appropriation which was made 
exceeded the amount which Lieutenant Powell and 
those associated with him had claimed, but that 
the surplus had been transferred to another fund, 
called, I believe, the surplus fund; and hence he 
could not be paid, as a specific yom ome for 
that purpose was not then at the disposal of the 
Government. But the Fourth Auditor, who exam- 
ined the claim of Lieutenant Semmes, states to 
him, in a letter, which I present along with the 
memorial, that the claim stands on precisely the 
same principles as that of Lieutenant Powell, 
which has already been paid; and that Lieutenant 
Semmes would have been paid but for the transfer 
being made prior to the application. He comes 
forward now and asks Congress to make him an 


to the Committee on 


| appropriation to cover his claim, which rests on 
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the same foundation with the claim of Lieutenant 
Powell, which has already been paid. I ask that 
the memorial and the letter of the Fourth Anditor 
accompanying it, be referred to the Committee on 
Nava! Affairs. 

They were so referred. 

REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 

Mr. FISH, from the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs, to which was referred the petition of Fran- 
cis B. Stockton, praying the return of a certain 
sum paid by him, submitted a report, accompanied 


by abill, for his relief; which was read and passed | 


to the second reading. 

The re port was ordered to be printed, 

Mr. UPHAM, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, to which was referred the 
petition of H. N. Denison, praying payment for 
a draft, submitted an adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed, 

Mr. FELCH, from the Committee on Public 


Lends, to which was referred a memorial of the | 


Legisiature of Alabama, in relation to extending 
the time for selecting school lands, reported a bill 
to extend the provisions of an act, approved Feb- 
ruary 96, 1845, entitled ** An act to amend an act 
to carry into effect, in the States of Alabama and 
Mississippi, the existing compacts with these 
States, with regard to the five per cent. fund and 
the school reservations; which was read and passed 
to the second reading. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 


were referred documents relating to the claim of 


John Newton,submitted an adverse report; which 
was ordered to be printed. 

ile also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of citizens of Guthrie 
county, lowa, praying for a donation of land for 
a county seat, submitted an adverse report; which 
was Manas to be printed. 

Mr. BRADBURY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to which were referred the papers in 
the case of Walter Colton, submitted a report, 
accompanied by a bill for the relief of the legal 
representatives of Walter Colton; which was read 
and passed to the second reading. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the managers on the 


part of the Senate, on the disagreeing votes of the | 


two Houses on the bill, entitled ** An act to make 


land warrants assignable, and for other purposes,’? | 


reported that they have met the managers on the 
part of the House, and after full and free confer- 


ence, have agreed to recormmend to their respective |} 


Houses, to strike out the word ‘ act,’’ where it 
first occurs in the third line of the first proviso 
ear g to the first section of the bill by the 


{ouse, and insert in lieu thereof the word laws. | 


Insert after the word ** located,’’ in the said third 
line of said first proviso, the words, according ti 
the legal subdivisions of the public lands, and in one 
body. And with these amendments, they recom- 
mend that the Senate recede from their disarree- 
ment to the amendments of the House to the first 
section of the bill. 

Strike out all after the word warrants, in the 
twelfth line of the second section, to the end of the 
section, And with this amendment, they recom- 


mend that the House recede from its amendment, | 


striking out all of said bill after the first section. 

James SuHreips, 
Acpuevs Fetcn, 
TremMan Smniru, 

Managers on the part of the Senate. 
Georce W. Jones; 
Georce Brices, 
Granam N. Fitrcn, 

Managers on the part of the House. 


Mr. S. I will state, for the information of the 
Senate, that the only change that has been made 
in the Senate bill is in regard to one principle. 
The report of the Committee of Conference leaves 
the bill precisely as it was when it left this body, 


including a provision for the compensation of | 


registers and receivers-—giving them the ordinary 


compensation for their services, only requiring 


that the holder of the warrant, whether he is the 


assignee or the original holder, shall pay the offi- 
This bill makes the warrants very | 


cer himself. 
valuable; and hence we have made this change. 
As the Senate bill originally stood, the assignee 
paid the officers for locating the warrants; but if 


Baa tetra 


it were located by the original holder, the amount 
was to be paid by the Treasury. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair will ask leave 
to interrupt the honorable Senator. The Chair 


| finds, on inquiry, that the bill is in the possession 


of the House of Representatives. The House 
must, therefore, first act upon the report of the 
committee of conference; and, until the bill is re- 
turned from the House, there can be no action of 
the Senate in regard to it. 

Mr. SHIELDS. If the vote cannot be taken 
at this time on the report, I suppose it will hardly 
be necessary to explain the amendment. I move 
that the report be printed, and that will, perhaps, 
save me the necessity of making any explanation 
of the matter wheu it comes up again. 

Mr. BADGER. I trust that the honorable Sen- 
ator from Illinois will now give an explanation of 
the amendments. 

Mr. SHIELDS. As it may save trouble on 
nother occasion, I will state the purport now. 
The bill, as proposed to be left by the committee 
of conference, gives compensation to the registers 
and receivers, makes bounty land warrants as- 
signable in all cases, and enables either the origi- 
nal holder or the assignee to jocate them upon any 
land subject to private entry at the time of the lo- 
cation, and they themselves pay the expenses. If 
the warrants are to be located on lands where the 
minimum price is more than $1 25, as for instance, 
on the reserved land in Illinois and other States, 
where the price is $2 50, the person who holds the 
warrant can make the location by paying the resi- 
due in cash. With this exception, the bill is the 
same as it passed the Senate. 

The report was ordered to be printed. 


STEAM FERRY-BOATS. 


Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following resolu | 


tion; which was agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be requested 
to inquire into the expediency of so amending an act enti- 
tled * An act for the better security of the lives of passen- 
gers on board vessels propelled in whole or in part by 
steum,’’ as to exclude steam ferry-boats from the operation 
thereof, so as to obviate the injury and detriment that have 
been occasioned to the owners of such boats, by including 
them within the regulations and requirements of such Jaw. 


(lso, to provide for the release of such ferry-boats as may 


have been seized under the provisions of such law, and 
dismiss all legal proceedings instituted against them, and 


repay all fines and penalties that may have been assessed or | 


decreed against the owners of such boats for the violation 
of the provisions of said act; and to provide that the law 
shall hereafter be construed, as originally intended, not to 
apply to steam ferry-boats. 


IOWA LAND BILL. 


The engrossed bill granting the right of way 
and making a grant of land to the State of Iowa, 


in aid of the construction of certain railroads in 
said State, was read a third time. On the question 
‘*Shall the bill pass?’’ the yeas and nays were 
demanded by Mr. Bropuzap, and resulted as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS-~Messrs. Atchison, Adams, Badger, Bell, Bor- 
land, Brooke, Cass, Clemens, Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge 


of Lowa, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Fish, Foot, Geyer, Gwin, | 


James, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, King, Mangum, 
Morton, Rusk. Seward, Shields, Smith, Soulé, Underwood, 
Walker, and Weller—30 

NAYS—Messrs. Badger, Bayard, Bradbury, Brodhead, 
Chase, Hamlin, Mason, Norris, Pratt, and Wade—10. 


WILLIAM SPEIDEN. 


Mr. BADGER. Lam directed by the Commit- 
tee on Naval Affairs to ask the Senate to take up 


this morning, and dispose of, the bill on the pri- | 


vate Calendar, for the relief of purser William 
Speiden. The reason for asking it is this: in the 
belief of the committee, this is a very plain case, 


in which the relief desired should be extended to | 


the party. He has been ordered to sea, and ex- 


pects soon to leave the United States, to be absent | 


perhaps several years; and if the relief is to be 


extended to him at all, it ought to be before he | 
I move to take up that bill; but if 


goes away. 
any unexpected difficulty should arise, of course 
it can be laid aside. 

The motion was agreed to. 

The bill was accordingly read a second time, and 
was considered by the Senate as in Committee of 
the Whole. It directs the accounting officers of 
the Treasury’ to allow to William Speiden two 
and a half per cent. upon the amount of military 
contributions cata 
purser to the United States frigate Congress, and 
as paymaster and commissary to the land forces 
on the coast of the Pacific, during the Mexican 


by him, while acting as | 


GLOBE. 


__ Mareh 17, 


war—to be in full compensation for all ex, 
vices, expenses, and losses sustained hy ‘an 
ring that period, according to the spirit | f th, 
of March 3, 1849, to provide for the settlens, 
accounts of public officers and others. y-),,, . 
have received moneys arising from milit ate “a 
tributions or otherwise in Mexico, i 

The bill was reported to the Senate 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed foy  «) 
reading; and was subsequently read a thi i ee 
and passed. 


le 
eine 


wit 


STATUTES AT LARGE. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I move to take up the 


resolution authorizing the purchase of tho 
volume of the Laws of the United States, | as 
yesterday the reasons which required the es 
passage of this resolution; but I am desired 
Senator who was not here yesterday to pr; 
late the reasons why action on this rego! 
necessary. It provides for the purchas, 
ninth volume of the Laws of the United States 
distribution, in accordance with the provisio 
the act of August 8, 1846. The destruction 
the Library by fire deprived the members of , 
House of Representatives of the use of the , 
umes of the laws which were there. They; 
need of this volume now, for the accommodarioy 
of the committees of the House; and this voli: 
also needed for distribution, under the provisi 
of that act, to the heads of departments, and fo; 
Governments. I hope there will be no objection ; 
taking up the resolution. : 

The motion was agreed to, and the joint res 
tion was read a second time, and considered 
Committee of the Whole. 

It authorizes the Secretary of State, in co 
ance with his request made to the Committe: 
the Judiciary, to purchase of the publishers of : 
Statutes of the United States one thousand eon 
of the ninth volume of the Statutes at Lorge; 
published, and to cause them to be distributed 
the first and eighth volumes were distributed }y 


4 


hr 


can 


the act of August 8, 1846. 


Mr. BRADBURY. I beg leave to read 4 com- 
munication addressed by the Secretary of State (o 
the chairman of the Judiciary Committee: 


DEPARTMENT OF Stare, } 
WasHINeTON, January 15,1859. | 
Sir: I beg leave, through you, respectfully to call the at 
tention of the Committee on the Judiciary to the propre 
of authorizing this Department to purchase one thousand 
copies of the ninth volume United Statutes at Large—Lit 
tle & Brown’s edition—for distribution in the same manner 
as were the one thousand copies of the first eight volume 
under the act of August 8, 1846. 
There appears to be a necessity for this purchase, fro: 
the fact that the index to the Statutes at Large, just | 
lished, and intrusted by the Senate to this Department for 


| distribution, embraces the contents of the ninth volun: 


not in its serial or pamphlet form, but as a complete andd 
tinct volume, corresponding with those previously published 
by authority of Congress. 

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obed 
ent servant, DANIEL WEBSTER 

To Hon. A. P. BuTLER, 

Chairman of the Committee on the Judicicr 
United States Senate 

The price which is fixed by the publishers ot 
this volume is regarded as a very reasonable one 
considering the manner in which it is ¢ p and 
its size. lt hope there will be no objection to 
passage of the resolution. 

The resolution was reported to the Senate with 
out amendment, and ordered to be engrossed {\ 
third reading. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS—NON-INTERVEN- 
TION. 
Mr. BRADBURY. Before proceeding to | 


consideration of the special order’ of the day, | 
desire to call the attention of the Senate again ¢ 
the bill providing indemnity to sufferers by French 
spoliations. I do not propose to take it up to-day, 
but I desire that some day may be designated 
when it may come up. It was made the speci 
order for a day, more than a month ago. he 
Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Fescri,] 1 under 
stand, desires to address the Senate on the sudject 
I hope we may fix on some day this week for 1's 
consideration; and I hope we will name the day 
now, in order that it may be understood when the 
bill is tocome up. I hope it will not be pos'- 
oned beyond this week, or at furthest not beyond 
Monda next. ' 
Mr. CLARKE. I would beg leave to as’ 
whether the honorable Senator from Michigan w' 
be ready to-morrow to submit his remarks to the 


rot uy 
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ll ex 1e? There is nothing very special after the 
i by } See eration of these non-intervention resolutions 
rit of 4) igy. Will the Senator be ready to speak, if 
Settlen a. ial shall be taken up to-morrow ? 
8. wi ae PELCH. I wasa member of the special 
Military \ittee to Which this matter was referred, and 
P - co yifortunate as to be in the minority of 
late \ > nmittee in my views on it, 1 proposed to 
I for s » the matter a full investigation, and to present 


a third ve views to the Senate, when the question shall 
a wn for consideration. I had commenced an 
ination of that kind. The papers and docu- 
eg voferred to in the case are very voluminous, 


uy is a labor of weeks to go through them. I 
of 1] -. not been able as yet to pursue that examina- 
tes, | on account of illness during the last two 
d the [ shall now, perhaps, be ready to pursue 
lesired ito consent to the matter coming up in a 
to r » short time. If the Senator will permit the 
rego iter o lie over, say for a week, it will accom- 
ha -sodate me better than a shorter time. If, how- 
od State ver, [should be able to conclude my investiga- 
rOvision a sooner, | would consent to its being taken up 
Struction st an earlier day. 
tbers of th, “Mr. CLAR KE. I move, then, that the Senate 
of the vol. ceed to the consideration of the special order 
The: the day. 
ymmodat Mr. MANGUM. The honorable Senator from 
iS Volum Tennessee [Mr. Jones} has the floor upon the 
> provisi esecial order, but the condition of the Senate 
and fo) Chamber is such that it is impossible that he can | 
objectio oeak to-day; and I think itis due to him, as he 
-now, for the first time, about to address the 
joint resoly. Senate at length, that the Senate should give him 
dered xirer opportunity of being heard. With that 
ew, | move that the Senate do now adjourn. 
» in ¢ Mr. BRADBURY asked for the yeas and nays 
mmitte the motuon. 
shers ; Mr. CASS. I would suggest to the honorable 
sand eo Senator from North Carolina that there can be no 
Large nov ort of objection to allowing this matter to lie over, 
ributed +) accommodate the honorable Senator from Ten- 
ributed } essee; but there is no reason why we should ad- 
ourn. 
read & Mr: MANGUM. I withdraw the motion to 


of State: 


liourn, and move that the special order be post- 


tee; ned until to-morrow at one o’clock. 

r STATE. j The PRESIDENT. The Senator, probably, is 
» 1859 ot aware of the order in which the special orders 
coos the at ome up. The Chair will call them over, so that 
se thers the Senator may see. The first is a bill to improve 
Large—Lit. ie navigtion of the Upper Mississippi. 

repbenrea Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Lam muchobliged 
“nt Volume 


) the honorable Senator from North Carolina for 
he suggestion which he has made on my behalf. 

must be obvious to every Senator here that the 
room is uncomfortable. But, so far as I am con- 


rchase, froy 
pe, just 7 


partment for 


eae eed, if it is the pleasure of the Senate, | am 
sly published willing to go on to-day. I feel that the Chamber 

s uncomfortable; yet if Senators prefer that the 
. your obed 


lebate should go on now, I am ready, and I submit 
e question to the Senate. It is a matter of very 
ho vreat indifference to me. If the Senate wish me 


EBSTEI 


es to proceed now, can probably say what I have 
blishers of to say, as well to-day as at any other time. 

nable one Mr. ATCHISON. Although the Senator from 
ro Tennessee expresses entire indifference as to 
ion whether he shall go on now or not, I presume that 


he honorable Senator from North Carolina had 
some authority for saying that the Senator from 
yssed { Tennessee would prefer to go on to-morrow. 

Mr. MANGUM. Ido not suppose that any 
ventieman would like to speak at length to-day. 

Mr. ATCHISON. * Certainly; and I am ready, 
‘ | presume every Senator is ready, to accord 
this indulgence to the Senator from Tennessee. 
| therefore move to posipone all the special and 
eneral orders prior to the bill granting the right 
f way to the State of Missouri, and a portion 
of the public lands, to aid in the construction of a 


ERVEN- 


ng to the 
: 

he day, | 

Pp arain t 

yy French 

ip to-day 

J 


lesignated ra iroad from Hannibal to St. Joseph, in said 
. sant State 

re spe : 

vo, The The motion was agreed to. 

1 unde RAILROADS IN MISSOURI. 


es ibject 
‘ek for its 
e the day 
when the 
be post- 


ot beyond 


_ The Senate proceeded, as in Committee of the || 
Whole, to the consideration of the‘ bill granting 
‘ne right of way to the State of Missouri, and a 
portion of the public lands, to aid in the construc- | 
ton of a railroad from Hannibal to St. Joseph, in 
‘aid Stage, which was reported from the Commit- 
‘ee on Public Lands, with an amendment in the | 
shape of a substitute, which the committee has 
adopted as a uniform bill for all such purposes. | 
On the motion of Mr. GEYER, several verbal |! 


e to ash 
ligan WI 
ks to the 
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amendments were made in the substitute; also, 
amendments to make it conform to the Iowa land 
bill, which this morning was read a third time and 
passed. An amendment was also made, on his 
motion, by which two several bills were incorpo- 
rated into one, so that this bill not only makes 
provision for a railroad from Hannibal to St. Jo- 
seph, but also for a railroad from St. Louis to the 
western boundary of the State of Missouri. 

Mr. DAVIS. I would suggest to the Sena- 
tor from Missouri, that in the proviso of thecom- 
mittee’s amendment, the same amendment should 
be inserted which was made to the Iowa bill yes 
terday; and I therefore make the motion to strike 
out the words * provided that the right of way 
shall not exceed one hundred feet on each side of 
the line of said roads, and a copy of the survey,” 
and insert the following: 

“ Provided, That in locating the railroads aforesaid, and 
assigning the limits to the ensement, no more lands shall be 
taken from the United States than is necessary for a conve 
nient construction aud use of said roads or public ways, for 
transportation, including stations, with the usual buildings 
of all kinds, turn-outs, and such other appurtenances as are 
usually enjoyed by railroad companies, and a copy of the 
location.”’ 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair would suggest 
that an amendment to the Iowa bill was made to 
insert the words ‘‘to be recorded,’’ at the end 
of that proviso, so as to make it read, that 


** A copy of the survey of said road, under the direction 
of said State, shall be torwarded to the proper local land 
officers respectively, and to the General Land Office, at 
Washington city, within ninety days atter the completion 
of the same, to be recorded.” 


It would be proper to make that amendment to 


| this bill. 


The suggestion was adopted, and the amend- 
ment as amended was agreed to. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Before the bill is reported 
to the Senate, | would like to inquire of the Sen- 
ator from Missouri what number of acres of land 
is appropriated by this bill, and what portion of 
the land will be found to be alternate sections on 
each side of the road ? 

Mr. ATCHISON. The Senator from Maine 
makes an inquiry. He wants to krtow the quan- 
tity of land which is to be appropriated by this 
bill for these railroads. I am told that upon the 
Northern Railroad—from Hannibal to St. Jo- 
seph—there cannot be obtained, within the fifteen 
miles of that road, exceeding one half million 
of acres, and refuse land at that. The road is to 
be two hundred miles in length—or one hundred 
and eighty upon a direct line, though it is sup- 
posed that with the necessary curves it will be 
about two hundred miles. As to the road on the 
south side of the river, my colleague can, perhaps, | 
give more information than | can; but | am told 
that it will not exceed two hundred and twenty- 
five miles, with alternate sections on each side. 
The Senator can make the estimate himself. | 
have not made a calculation of the exact number 
of acres. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I would inquire further, 
whether any arrangements have been made by the 
State, by which this land is immediately to pass 
into the hands of railroad companies or specu- 
lators? 

Mr. ATCHISON. No, sir. Each of these 
roads has a charter from the State of Missouri. 
That State has appropriated $3,000,000 to assist 
in the construction of the roads. Private stock 
upon one of them, I am told, has been taken to the 
amount of $1,200,000, and upon the other, from 
4800,000 to $1,000,000. The State of Missouri, 
i believe, has made no dispdsition of the lands, for 
we have always considered it a doubtful matter, 
whether the Government of the United States 
would grant anything, even the right of way. She 
has made no disposition of lands to be granted, as 
far as my knowledge extends, to railroad compa- 
nies, or otherwise, for the construction of these 
roads. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 


| the amendments were concurred in, and the bill 
| was ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 


CUMBERLAND DAM. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD. I rise to ask the Senate 
to take up and act os a bill, which I propose 
they shall decide without any argument on my 
yart. It is a bill for the improvement of the Cum- 

erland dam in the Ohio river. It was laid upon | 


773 


the table at a very early period of the session; and 
{ would just remark, that if Congress or the Sen 
ate intend to appropriate any money for that ob- 


ject, itis high ume that it should be done, so that 


the Exe 
| } 
have the 


mences. 


utive may be making arrangements to 
work #o on before the warm season com- 
lLisa measure which has been discussed 
time and again in this bedy, and I do not propose 
now to resume I hope 
the Senate will take it up, and give a silent vote, 


the discussion upon 


one way or the othe , Without any discussion, un 
less some gentleman is anxious to be heard upon 
it. 

Mr. CHASE, I wish to inquire of the honor- 
able Senator from Kentucky, [Mr. Unverwoep,) 


? \ ' ’ 
whether this bil! relates to an improvement 
} 


wore 


in the 
Ohio river, with x 
very sé 


spect to there has been 


disa; 


rious 


who navi- 
improve- 


rreement among those 


t} 


rate that river, as to the propriety of the 


ment, and what the location is 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Itis am which 
put in the Ohio river by the action of this 
ernment, just above Cumberland Island, so as 
. next 
It is now in such a situation that it 
removed or repaired. 

Mr. CHASE, There is avery great diversity 
of opimion with regard to the propriety of that re- 
pair, as | know very well from conversation with 


ad Was 
(ov 
to 
Smithville 


throw the water into a chut to 


must be either 


ersons engaged in navigation upon that river. 

The PRESIDENT. The question is on taking 
up the bill. 

Mr. CHASE. I hope it will not be taken up 
at the present time. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Why not take it up, 
and let the gentleman assign his reasons for op- 
posing the bill now? We can as well appropriate 
this afternoon to that object, as any other. This 
is a matter of pressing importance if anything in 
to be done atall. If we do anything, now is the 
time to do it, because coming 
whea everything should be ready for the work. 
If you postpone the matter till June or July, the 


the season 1s on 


best part of the season will have passed away be- 
fore anything can be done. It isa matter of some 
urgency that we shouldact upon it now. 

Mr. CHASE. I should have no 
taking up the bill;now, but that we all came here 
this morning expecting that a different subject 
would be taken up, and supposing the usual ume 
of the Senate would be occupied by another ques- 
tion. I wish fer a little time to look at the reports 
that have been made concerning this subject. 1 
am not certain that [ shall oppose the p issage 
the bill, but I wish for an opportunity of informing 
myself more fully with regard 

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Very well, then, let it 
pass. I withdraw my moton. 

RAILROADS IN ARKANSAS. 

Mr. BORLAND. AsIdo not thik there i: 
any other business pressing upon the attention of 
the Senate, I will ask that we take up the bil 
rranting lands to the State of Arkansas for the 
same purpose as those granted in the bill which 
ane for the State of Missouri to-day, and that 
which It 
is a bill of precisely the same character, resting ou 
wecisely the same principles, and I think it might 
Me acted upon to-day as well as at any other time. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, 
accordingly proceeded to consider the bill granting 
to the State of Arkansas the right of way 
portion of the public lands, 
tion of the Arkansas Central Railroad, from a 
point on the western bank of the Mississippt-river, 
opposite the town of Memphis, Tennessee, by the 
way of Little Rock, toa point on Red river, on 
the border of Texas. 

The Committee on Public Lands had reported 
the original bill, with the model substitute, as in 
other similar cases. 

On the motion of Mr. Bortanp, the bill was 
amended to make it conform to the bills as amended 
granting land for like purposes to the States of 
lowa and Missouri. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I desire to ask the Senator 
from Arkansas the same question, in relation to 
this bill, which I asked in relation to the Missouri 
bill; namely, what number of acres of land this 
bill proposes to appropriate? And, in the same 
connection, I would like to have the Senator inform 
the Senate, how many millions of acres ofland were 
granted to the State of Arkansas last session ? 


object m toa 


o! 


to it. 


assed for the State of lowa yesterday 





and a 


> aid in the construc- 
1 
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Mr. BORLAND. I have not made any esti- 
mate of the number of acres granted to the State of 
Arkansas by this bill. The road runs from the 
Mississippi river, through the centre of the State, 
to the western frontier. The State is about three 
hundred miles in width, from east to west. The 
grant applies to land for six miles on each side of 
the road, giving the alternate sections. The esti- 
mate | have not made; it is not material that it 
should be made. I have not deemed it necessary, 
and therefore I have not sat down to make the cal- 
culation. I would say that along the line of the 
road a large portion of the land is in the hands of 
proprietors, so that perhaps not more than half 
will be given along the line of the road within the 
six miles, 

With regard to the question as to the amount 
of swamp land granted to Arkansas, I will say, 
that it is impossible to tell the amount, because 
the selections have not been made. But even if 
they were made, and amounted to millions, I 
would say, that they are not worth anything at 
all, until the State has expended all that she can 
ever receive for them, in converting them into 
good land. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
the amendments made in Committee of the Whole, 
were concurred in. It was then ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 


RAILROAD IN ALABAMA. 

The Senate,as in Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the bill, granting to 
the State of Alabama, the right of way, and a do- | 
nation of public land, for making a railroad from 
Selma to the ‘Tennessee river. 

This bill was of the same character as the bills 
making grants of land for similar purposes, in the 
States of lowa, Missouri, and Arkansas, and 
the several amendments adopted in regard to these 
bills, were incorporated in this bill. It was re- 
ported to the Senate, the several amendments were 
concurred in, and the bill was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

NAVAL HOSPITAL AT NEW YORK. 


Mr. BADGER. I ask the Senate to take up a 
joint resolution, reported from the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, for the purpose of disposing of it 
at this time. Itis a joint resolution, authorising 
the straightening of the boundary lines of the naval 
hospital at New York. We passed a resolution 
some time ago; and, in consequence of it, some 
difficulty arose, which renders this resolution ne- 
cessary. I move to postpone the previous orders 
to take it up. 

The motion was agreed to; and the resolution 
was considered by the Senate, as in Committee 
of the Whole. 

The resolution was read. It proposes to author- 
ize the Secretary of the Navy, on the part of the 
United States, to carry into full effect an arrange- 
met made with the coterminous proprietors, 
whereby a certain part of the eastern boundary of 
the lands of the naval hospital at New York is 
straightened, as will appear by reference to a map, 
signed by thesaid proprietors and the commission- 
ers for running the said line on the 28th of Novem- 
ber, 1848, and approved by the Secretary of the 
Navy, on the 18th of December, in the same year, 
so that without any pecuniary consideration from 
the one to the other, the slips of land on the south 
and west sides of said line according to said plan 
shall become the property of the United States, and 
so much on the other side as now belongs to the 
United States, shall become the property of the 
abutting proprietors respectively. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I elald like to hear an 
explanation from some gentleman who is on the 
committee which reported this bill, as to whether 
it is to involve any considerable expenditure in 
the purchase of lands. 

Mr. BADGER. If the Senator from Maine 
had listened to the resolution when read, he would 
have learned that it does not involve the expendi- 
ture of a single sixpence. 
ular, and the object is to make a straight line, and 
to make an exchange of small slips of land. 

No amendment being offered, the resolution was | 
reported to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed || 
fora third reading. A 


SELECTION OF LANDS IN WISCONSIN. 


_ Mr. WALKER. Very early in the session I || 
introduced a bill to authorize the State of Wiscon- || 
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sin to select the residue of the lands to which that 
State is entitled, under the act of the 8th August, 
1846, to aid in the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers. I desire that it may be taken 
up. I would not now make the motion but that 


our Legislature is in session, and if the bill is | 


passed it will be necessary that it should be passed 
soon, in order to enable the Legislature to take 
some action on the subject at the present session. 
It is just such a bill as has been passed for the 
State of Illinois, and I hope there is not to be any 
distinction made between the two States. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to, 
and the Senate proceeded to its consideration as in 
Committee of the Whole. 

The PRESIDENT. 
an amendment. 
out these words: 


The bill is reported with 
The committee propose to strike 


*¢ That the Governor of the State of Wisconsin shall be, 
and he is hereby authorized to select the balance of the 
land to which the State is entitled under the provisions of 
the act of 8th of August, 1846, to aid in the improvement of 
the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, out of any of the uusold and 
unappropriated lands in the State.’ 


And to substitute these words: 


‘¢ That the Governor of the State of Wisconsin shall be, | 
and he is hereby authorized to select, out of any unsold and | 


unappropriated lands in that State, the balance of the land 
to which that State is entitled under the provisions of the 
act of 8th August, 1846, within the limits of the grant of 
land, to aid in the improvement of the Fox and Wisconsin 
rivers, which could not be assigned to the State under the 
provisions of said act, in consequence of the same having 
been previously sold or otherwise disposed of.’? 

Mr. BADGER. There isa slight verbal amend- 
ment which I would suggest; which is to strike 
out the word ‘**balance,’? and insert the word 
‘* residue.”’ 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, the 
amendments were concurred in, and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 


MARINE HOSPITAL AT PORTLAND. 


Mr. HAMLIN. I move that the Senate take 
up the bill making an appropriation for the erec- 
tion of a marine hospital at Portland, Maine. I 
think it is a bill which will commend itself to the 
favorable consideration of the Senate. It will 
stand on its own merits. 

Mr. BORLAND. 
priation for building or continuing a marine hos- 
pital. I would like to inquire of the Senator from 
Maine, whether there is any reason why a differ- 


| ent course should be pursued in regard to that bill 
| than is pursued in regard to appropriations for | 
I know that heretofore appro- | 


other purposes ? 
priations for marine hospitals have been included 


in the general appropriation bills, and [ recollect | 


that on one occasion a long discussion occurred on 
a motion to strike outa similar appropriation from 
the general appropriation bill. Now, I wish to 
know the reason why « difference should be made 
in this case? 

Mr. HAMLIN. I have stated that I was will- 
ing to let this bill stand upon its own merits, and 
not to have it depending on the general appropri- 
ation bill to bring itthrough. The only difference 
that I know of is, that I propose to cam it up 
and pass it in a bill by itself; and I do not know 
why it should not commend itself to the good 
sense of the Senate, because I am willing to trust 
it to its own merits. ‘The other course named by 
the Senator was irregular. 


| parliamentary course. 


Mr. BADGER. I can suggest another reason, 
in addition to that suggested by the Senator from 
Maine, why it is proper that this bill should be 
acted upon now. I doubt whether the motion 


could be made to insert this bill in the general ap- , 


ropriation bill, unless the sense of the Senate had 
seen taken upon it, under the restrictive rule which 


| we adopted last session. 


The boundary is irreg- || 


The question was then taken on the motion to | 
| postpone the previous orders to take up the bill, | 


and it was agreed to. 
The bill was then read a second time, and con- 


| sidered by the Senate as in Committee of the 


| Whole. 


It provides that the Secretary of the 
Treasury be authorized and directed to So 
a citable site in Portland, in the State of Maine, 


| or in such place in the immediate vicinity thereof 


as he shall deem proper, and to cause to be erect- 
ed thereon, tinder his direction, a marine hospital 
for the relief of sick and disabled seamen; and for 


that purpose the sum of $30,000 is appropriated. 


That bill asks for an appro- 


This is the correct and | 


March 17, 
Mr. HAMLIN. I would ask for 
of the report which accompanies the | 
{ think I can state the facts more suc 
they are set forth in that report, and what wii) 
satisfactory to the Senate. There has never }, 
a marine hospital north of Boston, though , 
have a distance of coast of five hundred miles 
tween Boston and the Province of New Brunsw; 
There are in the State of Maine near forty 
sand seamen who at different times follow thy « 

a se 
for a living. We contribute to the seamen’s fund 
somewhere in the neighborhood of $10,000 any 
ally. “The severities of our climate and the hares 
number of our seamen, are the facts upon wl . 
that report was based, and I think I need not 
anything more. I have the facts before me ¢ 
full explanation, but I will stop unless some 
ator shall desire a further statement. 

Mr. BADGER. That is quite enough, 

Mr. BORLAND. Lest it may be supposed 
| that [am opposed to the passage of this bill, jp 

consequence of the inquiry I made, I rise to gay 
that I cordially approve of it, and only wished 1 
know, whether there was any difference between 
this bill and those which have formerly been passed 
| on this subject. Among the first things which 
| Ldid when i came here, was to ask for an appro- 
priation for the erectien of a similar hospital in my 
own State. I then went into an estimate of the 
amount which was held by the Government of the 
vast sums of money taken from seamen, which I 
held ought to be appropriated liberally for this and 
| similar purposes. 

The Senator from Maine says there are near 
forty thousand seamen in Maine. I say, then, that 
[ think they are entitled to $100,000 a year; for 
they each pay $2 40 a year into the Treasury, not 
by a tax, but it is paid out of their wages, being 
twenty cents per month. And it is no matter 
what kind of a vessel or craft they go upon, even 
if it is araft, each man soemployed has deducted 
from his wages $2 40 a year, so that these forty 
thousand seamen in Maine are entitled to $100,000 
per annum. 

Mr. HAMLIN. 1 did not understand the in- 

| quiry made by the Senator from Arkansas as 
being dictated by a spirit of opposition, and if, 
from the manner in which I replied to him, he 
supposed that I did, he is entirely mistaken. The 
Senator from Arkansas will recollect that all per- 
sons in Maine who are seamen, do not follow the 

/sea all the time, or at the same time; perhaps 
not one half. Besides, the amount of money ccn- 
tributed by the seamen of Maine, is paid mostly 
in other States. The seaman is entitled to relief 

'wherever he may be. For that purpose these 
hospitals are erected all over the country, which 
are designed to furnish that very relief 

Mr. FELCH. I would inquirg whether the 
430,000 is for the purchase of grounds, or whether 
this is the commencement of an operation which 
is to be carried out by further appropriations? | 
would like to know whether there is to be any 
limit to this appropriation ? 

Mr. BADGER. It will certainly require further 
| appropriations. ; 
fr. HAMLIN. The bill, Mr. President, has 
no limitation, nor do I think it should have any. 
It may be that $30,000 will be found sufficient to 
complete the whole work, but it is ee advisa- 
ble to restrict it to that sum, for we shall then 
have but one single marine hospital north of Bos- 
ton, and it should be made to accommodate a large 
number of persons. Let the matter be subject to 
the direction of the Treasury Department. 

Mr. BADGER. If there be any doubt about 
‘the sum, you had better make it $50,000 instead 

of $30,000. 

Mr. HAMLIN. No, no; let it go at $30,000. 
| Mr.STOCKTON. I move to amend the bill 
|| by striking out “ thirty”? and inserting ‘fifty, 
so as to make the sum $50,000. 

Mr. HAMLIN. If the Senator from New Jer- 
'| sey will allow me, I will ask him to withdraw 
‘that amendment. I know the feelings which 
| prompt him to offer it; but the Department om 
|| suggested that wrens should be applied for, an 
|| 1 think it would be better to adhere to that sum. 
| Let a further sum be appropriated hereafter when 
|| necessary. 
| Mr. STOCKTON. 
| amendment. 
|| Mr. BELL. I do not rise for the 
}| opposing this bill, but I should like to 
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y honor 


able friend from Maine, why this bill is 
m eght in a8 & Separate measure? Heretofore, 
ey have established marine hospitals, the 
ws ations for them have been required to be 
ved in the general appropriation bill. 
Now, | do not ask this from mere idle curiosity 
», know the history of this bill, but because I feel 
oyself charged here to do so. There is a strong 
sacessity fOr something being done for that por- 
ionaf the country which i represent on this floor— 
smething for the waters of the Mississippi. I | 
‘yiak we should have a marine hospital there, | 
where there is not unfrequently a great deal of 
qufering, and particularly during the last three or 
sor years, When the cholera was prevalent. If 
a lemen have not attended to the statements made 
” the public prints in regard to the suflering whick 
igs been endured on these waters, they can have 
»» idea of them, much of which suffering, how- | 
over, might be alleviated by the establishment of | 
marine hospitals. I have no doubt that this bill 
ca very proper one; but I want to learn from the 
-hairman of the Committee on Commerce whether 
chore are not to be other bills, general bills, for the 
opport of hospitals, and whether they propose 
che establishment of any new hospitals in that 
voperal Dill. I merely ask this question for inform- 
ation, not that I wish to obstruct the passage of 
the bill, but to know why this measure is to be 
nassed NOW, contrary to the custom which has 
been adopted heretofore, 

Mr. HAMLIN. There is now pending in the 
House—if I may be allowed to refer to that 
hody—as we see by its proceedings, a measure 
for the relief of sick and disabled seamen. ‘There 
is annually made, in the appropriation bills, an 
appropriadon of a sum certain for that purpose, 
over and above the sum which arises from the 
payment of twenty cents per month from the sea- | 
men’s wages. This bill has nothing to do with 
that. It is a bill for the erection of a hospital, not 
one making an appropriation for sick and disabled 
seamen, otherwise than erecting forthem in Maine, 
where there is no hospital, a seamen’s home. The 
subject-matter was referred to the Committee on | 
Commerce, and they have reported the bill. There 
was alse a memorial referred to that committee, for 
another hospital in the State of Louisiana. On 
that they have reported, or directed the Senator 
from Louisiana [Mr. Sovre] to report, a bill. 
We have not sought to incumber the one bill by 
the other. While it is true, as I have stated, that 
many of our hospitals have been erected by at- 
taching a specific appropriation to our appropria- 
tion bills, still, I think it is no objection to this bill 
that we seek for its passage in the ordinary way 
of doiag legvislative business, trusting to its own || 
intrinsic merits for a favorable action of the Sen- 
aie. 

Mr. BADGER. I suggested to my friend from 
Maine, that there was a separate reason why this 
bill should receive the support of the Senate. If 
gentlemen will attend to the alteration which was 
made, at the last Congress, in the rules of the 
Senate, in respect to the general appropriation 
bills, they will see the extreme importance of its 
being passed; for if a general appropriation bill 
should come here, and the Senate should not have 
passed this bill, or a resolution declaring the pro- 
priety of it, this appropriation could not be moved 
asan amendment to it. The 30th rule of the Sen- 
ale is as follows: 


“No amendment, proposing an additional appropriation, 
shall be received to any general appropriation bill, uniess 
it be made to carry out the provisions of some existing law, 
or some act, or resolution, previously passed by the Senate 
during that session,’? &c. 

Now, if the Senate pass this law, although it | 
should not be reached in the House, it will then 
becompetent to move this appropriation in the 
general appropriation bills. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 


amendment, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr.BRADBURY. Before the Senate adjourns, 


desire to come to an understanding as to when 
} F +} ° ° A : » « 
the French spoliation bill shall be considered. If 
some day next week—Monday, Tuesday, or Wed- 
nesday—can be designated, and we can have an 
understanding upon the subject, I intend- not to 
a the Senate to consider it before that time. I 


enproprt 
incor wre 


1ope some day will be named when, by common | 


consent, we can take it up. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BADGER. I shall be extremely glad to 
have some day named when we can consider this 
bill; but L must say to the Senator, that the bill 
which has been reported from the Naval Commit- 
tee for the establishment of a dry dock and navy- 
yard in California, we of the Naval Committee 
think is entitled to the consideration of the Senate 
before the bill to which he alludes. After that 
shall have been disposed of, I shall join with him 
to take up his bill. 

Mr. BRADBURY. I will name Wednesday 
for the consideration of the French spoliation bill. 

Mr. BADGER. Qh, no. 

Mr. BRADBURY. The Senator from Cali- 
fornia [Mr. Gwin] says he has no objection to 
agreeing to that day. 

Mr. BADGER. If he has no objection to it, I 
have not. 

Mr. BRADBURY. If it is the common under- 
standing that the bill will be taken up on that day, 
I am satisfied. 5 

Mr. GWIN. On Monday we can take up the 
Calendar, and the bill to which the Senator from 
North Carolina ailudes stands first upon it. If 
we do so, as [ hope we shall, of course that bill 
will come up first for consideration. 

Mr. FELCH. I do not wish to delay action 
upon the French spoliation bill; but if the Senate 
will set apart Monday of the week after next for 
its consideration, it will suit me much better than 
any other time. Iam sure there are other bills 
which will require the attention of the Senate, and 
occupy their whole time, until that day. I there- 
fore suggest Monday of the week after next. 

Mr. BRADBURY. When the subject was be- 
fore the select committee, the making of the report 
was delayed some time for the accommodation of 
my friend fram Michigan. The publication of the 
report was then delayed. At the time for calling 
it up for consideration, it was again postponed 
until February 16th, at the Senator’s request. It 
has already been postponed some two or three 
times. I trust, therefore, the Senate will consent 
to have it considered on Wednesday next. 

The PRESIDENT. Thereis no motion before 


_ the Senate. 


On motion by Mr. BADGER, the Senate then | 
adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Wepnespay, March 17, 1852. 

The House met at twelve o'clock, m. Prayer by 
the Rev. Lirrieron F. Morgan. 

TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 

BUSINESS ON THE SPEAKER’S TABLE. 

Mr. PEASLEE. There are, Mr. Speaker, 
upon your table,a number of communications from 
the Executive departments, which it is important 
should be referred to some of the committees. | 
hope the House will unanimously consent that 
they shall be taken up and referred; it will occupy 
a few moments. 

The SPEAKER. The first business in order 
is the motion made by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama {[Mr. Houston] on yesterday, to close de- 
bate upon the deficiency bill. The gentleman 
from New Hapipshire asks the unanimous con- 
sent of the House to submit a motion that the 
House proceed to the business upon the Speaker's 
table, so far as communications from the Depart- 
ments are concerned. 

ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I will state, for 
the information of the House, that whenever it is 
the pleasure of the House to receive the report of 
the committee of conference upon the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses upon the bill providing 
for the assignability of land warrants, they are 
ready to report. 

Members. Let us have it now. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I apprehend that the report 
of the conference committee, when made, will 
create considerable debate, and I therefore fed it 
to be my duty to object, if that objection will pre- 
vent its reception at present. 4 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will allow 
the Chair, the gentleman from New Hampshire 
{Mr. Peastex] submits a motion that, by the 
unanimous consent of the House, the communica- 
tions from Departments upon the Speaker’s table 
be taken up, read, and referred to the proper com- 

\ mittees. 
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Mr. PEASLEE, Lappeal to gentlemen to let 
that be done, as it will occasion no debate. They 
have been on the Speaker's table fora long time, 

Mr. POLK objected. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ten- 
nessee asks the unanimous consent of the House 
to make a report from the committee of confer- 
ence, on the bill making beunty land warrants 
assignable. 

Mr. JONES. I will merely remark that there 
is at least as much interest feltin the country, by 
that class ef people who have received but little oft 
the benefits of the Government, in regard to the 
land warrant assignment bill, as in the deficiesey 
bill, It will take, L apprehend, but a short time 
to dispose of the report of the conferees. : 

Mr. HOUSTON. 1 feel as much interest in the 
enactment of a law to make land warrants assign- 
able as the rentleman from Tennessee, or any 
other gentleman upon this floor, I have given 
my votes ail through, without any consumption 
of time to attain that result. If L understand the 
condition of the report of the conferenc® commit- 
tee, it will consume much time in debate, unless 
the gentleman from Tennessee, after he has sub- 
mitted the report, calls for the previous question 
upon it. If he will do that, so that the House 
may be brought directly to a vote, | will not inter- 
pose any objection. 

Mr. JONES. 1 cannot make that promise, be 
cause | shall have to explain the report, and others 
may wish to say something; and [ could not be 
expected to move the previous question. ‘The 
rentleman, or some one else, can obtain the floor, 
and call for the previous question, 

Mr. STANLY. I object to the introduction of 


the report, unless the gentleman calls for the pre- 


| vious question after its submission. 


Mr. JONES. 1 cannot promise todo that, if it 
is not passed from this to the end of the session. 

Mr. HOUSTON. If the gentleman from Ten 
nessee will make his explan tion, and then move 
the previous question, I do not think it will be ob- 
jected to. 

Mr. STANLY. 

Mr. JONES. 
will do so. 

Mr. FOWLER. 
It is, whether the motion of the gentleman from 


Alabama, [Mr. Llot STON, ] having been mde at 


| 
a late hour of the day yesterday, comes up undes 
the morning hour. 

The SPEAKER. It is a privileged que 
and comes up as the unfinished business of yes 
terday. 

Mr. FOWLER. I would suggest tothe centle- 
man, and all others, to let that pass uni! the 
morning hour has transpired, and to allow 
mittees to make reports, and permit the busin 
upon the Speaker’s table to be taken up and re 
ferred; then the House can proce ed to the business 
rroposed by the gentleman from Alabama, 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair agam inquires 
whether the proposition of the gentleman from 
Tennessee {Mr. Jones! is objected to. 

Mr. HOUSTON. l wil not object, under tie 
arrangement that the gentleman shall move the 
previous question after its report shall have been 
explained. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I object. 

QUESTION OF ORDER. 
Mr. JONES. | wish to submit a question of 


order. At what time is it in order for a committee 
of conference to report? 


To that I will not abject. 
If there be no objection, then I 


I rise to a question of order. 


There is nothing in the 
rules which speerfic s the time; there is nothing in 
parliamentary practice which pre ‘ribes the limes 
but I have ho recollecti nm, on any occasion, of a 
report of a committee of conference having been 
excluded by an objection. It seems to me, from 
the nature of the case, that it must be at all times 
in order, because it is business 
tion, and business upon which both Hlouses are 
engaged at the same time. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The Chair does not recollect 
of any instance where objection was made to the 
introduction of the report of a cominittee of con- 
ference; and there is no rule giving the report of 
such a committee preference over the report of 
any other committee. 

Mr. JONES. There is no time specified; when 
will it be in order, then, for them to make a re- 

ort? I think that they can report at any time. 


The SPEAKER. The report will be in order, 


nenrest to pe riec- 
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when reports from committees are called for. The 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


recollection of the Chair is, that the practice of 


the House will show that reports of committees 
of conferences have never been objected to, but 


have been made at any time during the sittings. 
Mr. JONES. 


As there seems to be no settled | 
practice, and no time specified, when a committee | 


of conference can report, [ will, for the purpose of 


determining the question one way or the other, 
take an appeal to the decision of the Chair. ‘The 
House can thus decide whether it is in order for 
them to report whenever they are ready, or not. 

Mr. STUART. 
as deciding that question. 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair does decide, being 
called upon to do so, that the business first in order, 
is the motion made by the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, to close the debate upon the deficiency bill. 
That is the opinion of the Chair. From this de- 
cision an appeal is taken. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I trust that the gentleman 


I do not understand the Chair | 


who objected to the acceptance of the report of 


the committee of conference, will let it be disposed 
of this morning, in the way suggested, to save 
time; and that bills, which have been a long time 
before the House, may be disposed of. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state to 
the House that, but for the pendency of the ques- 
tion submitted by the gentleman from Alabama, 
the Chair would be strongly inclined to decide, (as 
the practice, in the opinion of the Chair, has been 
that way,) that it would be in order for a com- 
mittee of conference to report at any time. ‘The 
Chair, however, is free to confess that he knows 


of no rule that would guide him in this matter; 


nor has he recollection of a case, during his ser- | 


vices here, where objection was made to the report 
of a committee of conference. 

Mr. PHELPS. I will suggest to the gentleman 
from Alabama that he withdraw his resolution for 
the closing of debate upon the deficiency bill, and 
let us dispose of this report. He can move his 
resolution again at any time. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I dislike to do that, but with 
the hope that I will be able to get the floor again 
to move it, | will withdraw my resolution and al- 
low the course suggested to be pursued. 


THE REPORT OF THE CONFEREES. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
ion of the Chair I then submit the following re- 
port from the committee of conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses with regard to 
the Jand warrant assignment bill: 

The managers on the part of the House on the disagree 
ing votes between the two Houses on Senate bill No. 146, 
entitled ** An act to make land warrants assignable and for 
other purposes.’’ have met the managers on the part of the 
Senate, and, after full and free conference, have agreed to 
recommend to their respective Houses to strike out the word 
“act”? where it first occurs in the third line of the first pro 
viso proposed to the first section of the bill by the House, 
and insertin lieu thereof the word “ laws ;”’ insert after the 


word ‘ ocated’’ in the said third line of said first proviso the | 


words “‘ laccording to the legal subdivision of the public 
lands and in one body ;”? and with these amendments they 
recommend that the Senate recede from their disagreement 


to the amendment of the House to the first section of the | 


bill 


Strike out all after the word “ warrants,” in the twelfth | 


line of the second section, to the end of the section; and. 
with this amendment, they recommend that the House re- 


cede from its amendment striking out all of said bill after | 


the first section 
JAMES SHIELDS, 
ALPHEUS FELCH, 
TRUMAN SMITH, 
Managers on the part of the Senate. 
G. W. JONES, 
GEORGE BRIGGS, 
GRAHAM N. FITCH, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
Mr. JONES. I ask now that the Clerk read 
the first proviso as proposed to be amended. 
The Clerk read it, as follows: 
Provided, That the warrants which have been, or may 


hereafter be issued in pursuance of said laws, or of this act, ° 


may be located according to the legal subdivisions of the 
public lands in one body, upon any lands in the United 
States subject to private entry at the time of such location 
at the minimum price, 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


the word *‘ act,’’ in the third line of the first pro- 


viso of the House, and to insert the word Jaw’? | 
That is done for the purpose of | 
making the proviso conform to the first section of | 
The first section of the act provides that | 


in its stead 


the act. 
land warrants given under the laws of the United 
States, shall be assignable. 
fect of that amenement. 


Under the decis- | 


The first amend- | 
ment proposed by the committee is to strike out 


That is the only ef- | 


e - ° ; “ if 
The second amendment to be inserted after the 
word ** located,’ in the third line of the same pro- | 


viso, is that the warrant shall be located in one 
body, and according to the legal subdivision of the 
United States. This, sir, was thought necessary 
by most of the committee, if not all, in order to 
prevent a person holding a one hundred and sixty 
acre warrant from locating it upon forty acre tracts 
in four different sections, or one holding an eighty 
acre warrant from locating it upon two forty acre 
tracts in different half sections. ‘This is done in 
order to require the holder of a warrant to locate 
his one hundred and sixty acre warrant upon one 
section, and the holder of an eighty acre warrant 
upon a half section lying in one body. 
stance: it is to prevent the locating of an eighty- 
acre warrant upon the northeast quarter and south- 
east quarter of the sume section, or forty in one 
section and forty in another. That is the only 
effect of that; and these amendments met with the 
unanimous approbation of the conferees on the 
part of both Houses. 

Then we recommend this amendment, that the 
Senate shall recede from the disagreement to these 
two provisoes proposed by the House to the first 
amendment of the bill. ‘The only other amend- 
ment we propose, is to strike out of the second 
section of the bill, after the word ‘* warrants,’’ the 
following: 

* Where they have been transferred under tie provis 
ions of any act of Congress, and the regulations of the 
General Land Office ; and to be paid out of the Treasury of 
the United States upon the adjustment of the accounts of 
such officers, where it will be shown to the satisfaction of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office that the war 
rant was located by the soldier or warrantee, or his next of 
kin, as provided for by law.”’ 

Mr. MEADE. I should like a further expla- 
nation about locating the warrants according to 
legal subdivision. Suppose the warrant is an 
eighty-acre warrant, | would ask my friend from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] could that eighty-acre 
warrant be laid upon the south half of a quarter 
section, or on the east or west half of the same 
section ? 

Mr. JONES. My impression is, and I think 
this is the universal understanding of the amend- 
ment, as proposed by the committee of confer- 
ence, that you can lay it on the north half, the 
south half, the east half, or the west half of the 
section; but that you must tahe one of the halves 
laying broadside to each other; that is, that you 
shall not take one quarter from acorner in the 
southwest or the other in the southeast, so as to 
connect them by corners. You may, by legal 
subdivisions, select either the north, the south, 
the east, or the west half of a quarter section under 
an eighty-acre warrant. 1 do not know that I 
understand all the regulations about the Land 
Office, but it is very clear and distinct that the land 
must be located in one body, and according to the 
legal subdivisions of the public lands of the United 
States, subject to private entry. I understand 
from some of the gentlemen around me from the 
new States, that, according to legal subdivisions, 
they cannot take the north half or the south half 
of a quarter section with an eighty-acre tract, but 
that it must be either the east half or the west half 
under the decisions and regulations of the Depart- 
ment. However that may be, it is according to 
the legal subdivisions of the public lands in one 
body; and I think that will be found to be correct. 
As to tne other amendment, the House will recol- 
lect, that by thesecond section of the Senate bill, 
they proposed to pay to the registers and receiv- 
ers the same fees for locating all military bounty 
land warrants of every description that they would 
be entitled to if the same tract of land were entered 
and the money paid for it, estimating the warrant 
at $1 25 per acre; that is, one per cent. upon the 
amount to each of these officers. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Will the gen- 
tleman allow me to interrupt him for a moment? 
I find it impossible to keep up with the gentle- 
man’s explanations, and understand them from the 
method which he pursues now. I would suggest 
to him, that he will permit the several sections to 


be read as he comments upon them. Itis important | 


tousall that we should understand what he means; 
but we cannot follow him in this way. 

Mr. JONES. It is only one amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I do not understand what 
this amendment is. 

Mr. JONES. The Clerk will read the second 
section of the bill. 


GLOBE. 


For in- | 


| money paid for it. 


| the Treasury. 


| us to tell at this time. 


March 17 
= sos ———_ ’ 
_ The second was then read,as below. Ti. 
in italics is proposed by the conference ¢ 
to be stricken out: 

Sec.2. And be it further enacted, Thatthe rooia 
receivers of the land offices, shall hereafter be .. 
authorized to charge and receive for their Services ibe 
ting all military bounty land warrants, issue «0° 
eleventh day of February, eighteen hundred ang «.! 
seven, the same Compensation or percentage ty whi, 
are entitled by law for sales of the public lands for eae," 
the rate of one dollar and twenty-five cents ae 
said compensation to be hereafter paid by th) 
holders of such warrants, where they have been trans. 
under the provisions of an act of Congress, and th 7 
tions of the General Land Office; and to be paid o 
Treasury of the United States upon the adjustinens.+, 
accounts of said officers, where it shall be shown, to 4..." 
isfaction of the Commissioner of the General L 
that the warrant was located by the soldier or , 
his next of kin, as provided for by law. 

Mr. JONES. That is the only amend 
which the committee of conference pronoea , 

. . 6 ' 
make to that portion of the Senate bill wh), 
stricken out by the House. The second se 
the Senate bill, as it came here, proposed to 
the registers and receivers, each, the same fees tha: 
they were entitled to if the land should be enters 
and paid for withmoney. The latter branch 
proposes that when the warrant shall be | 
by the original warrantee, the soldier or his |; 
representatives, then it shall be paid out of thy 
Treasury of the United States. This amendny 
proposes to strike out that part which reqy 
that the fees after locating to be paid out 
Treasury, and requires the locator, whet! 
original holder or the assignee of the wa: 
all cases hereafter to pay the fees himself, 
curred with the committee of conference in sty 
out this part, and requiring the locators to pay 
fees themselves; but I did not concur in that par 
of the amendment fixing the fees, because | | 
the fees are too large. They will be fifty cents to 
each officer, or, rather, one dollar for the location of 
a forty acre warrant, and two dollars for the 
tion of an eighty acre warrant, and four doll 


OM Mitte, 


per ¢ 


ar) 


iCated 


| the location of a one hundred and sixty acr 


rant, or two dollars to each of the officers; y 
the labor for the ferty acre warrant is exactly 
same as that for the one hundred and sixty 
warrant. Then I concur in striking out t 
which made the fees a tax upon the Treasury 
would have concurred in the balance of it, if 
fees had not been as large as they are. 

By the third section of the Senate bill, it 
posed to pay to the registers and receiv: 
have gone out of office, as well as those who 
now in office, the same fees for the location of 
rants heretofore located, as they would 
entitled to if the land had been entered, 
I was opposed to th 
We cannot tell exactly what will be the cost 
y. But there have been se 
thousand one hundred and sixty acre warrants Is- 
sued under theact of February, 1847, and upwards 
of six thousand forty acre warrants, mak 
aggregate amount of lands under that !aw s 
thing over 12,000,000 acres. There w 
be some five or (en thousand warrants more 
under that law. What proportion of thes 
rants have been located, it is impossible for a 
But suppose that the w 
of them have been located, then the fees or 
missions upon them, according to this law 
be $302,304; one fourth upon the one hundred wu 
sixty acre warrants, and one half upon the forty 
ucre warrants having been paid by the locators 0! 
the warrant, except where the original warrantee 
located himself. None of those fees have 
paid, and they are all to be paid out of the Treas- 
ury. 

Mr. DUNHAM. TI will state that out of the 
whole number of warrants issued under the Mex- 
ican bounty land law, something like seventy-five 
thousand, there have been located only six thou- 
sand by assignees. ‘ 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Does the gen- 
tleman pretend to say that seventy-five thousa 
are all that have been issued ? 

Mr. DUNHAM. I say about that number has 
been located under the Mexican bounty land law. 
Sixty-six thousand of these land warrants were 


bee 


| located by the original grantees of the warrants, 
and upon that number you have not to pay the tu" 


value, as provided for by this law. I have docu- 


ments to show it. 


Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I should like 


' to see the documents. 








1852. 


—- ——_— 


— 
amin poy this House repeatedly, as certified by 
Land Office. It happens to be in my room 
a Members of this House will recollect, that 
tour AVS ALO, when this matter was under dis- 
‘sion, 1 held it up, and exhibited it to the House 
-sertified by the Pecan te 
FOWLER. } ' 
nds fOr cash x vig very difficult indeed for me, almost impossi- 
be mee , to understand these amendments. I would 
" transh. wovest, whether the gentleman from Tennessee 
\r. Jones] would not give way to a motion, if a 
tnart Of th “tion be proper, that the report be printed, with 
en ieee oe i che amendments, so that we may understand 
IT € tg a 
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Mr. 


tp ‘Wr. JONES. This whole thing is confined in | 


t-shell. ‘The whole proposition of the com- 

: is of conference now 1s, that the registers and 

-eivers shall receive the same fees that they are 

stitied to under the law when the money is paid 

‘ the lands, estimating the warrants at §1 25 per 

 Zive tg ore, The fees upon warrants that shall be lo- 
eS thas sated after the passage of this law, to be paid by 
locator, and the fees which have accrued upon 


ated i reasury of the United States. he proposition 
avs the fees prospectively and retrospectively ; 
‘hose prospectively, to be paid by the locators, 
od those paid retrospectively, to be paid out of 
require ie Treasury of the United States. From the best 
Ut of setimate | can make, it will take somewhere about 
vhether th «200,000 to pay these retrospective fees. The 
Warrant, House has the question before them, and it is for 
fo] om to decide it. I have thought it was necessa- 
-y for me to make this explanation, as my name 
ears upon that report as one of the committee 
‘ conference upon the part of the House; but | 
il vote against that part of the report which 

) voes back and pays these fees. 
of Mr. FITCH. Ido not propose to debate this 
estion at length, because the chairman of the 
mittee of Ways and Means is anxious that 
y act the previous question should be asked. I wish to 
¢ ich upon a few points embraced in the report 
fthe committee of conference, which were not 
Jluded to, or but briefly, by the gentleman from 

tC that par Tennessee, [Mr. Jones. ] 

Here there was great noise and confusion in the 


i } * t 
Go ; ( 


Tit, Wt the Hall. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish to make an inquiry 

ty p of the Chair upon a point of order. 

vers W The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois 
ure ‘Mr. Camppent] rose first and addressed the 

Unair, 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I desire to move an 
adjournment, if it is in order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Ala- 
bama cannot obtain the floor for that purpose, 
while the gentleman from Indiana is upon it. 

Mr. ABERCROMBIE. I hope the gentleman 
from Indiana will yield the floor for that motion. 
Wecannot do any business, there is so much confu- 
sion,and we had, therefore, much better adjourn. 

Mr. FITCH. Tcannot yield the floor for that 
motion; but the gentleman from Illinois, I under- 
stand, desires to ask a question in relation to the 
action of the committee of conference, and I am 
of course perfectly willing to yield the floor to him 
for that purpose. 

Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois. I desire to be 
informed in regard to one point made by the gen- 
leman from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones.] I under- 
siood that gentleman to state that the bill, as now 
reported, will only permit the location of a warrant 
to be made in the same section, according to the 
egal subdivision. 

Mr. JONES. The amendment says, “ accord- 
ing to the legal sub-division of the public lands.” 

Mr. CAMPBELL. I understood, from the 
explanation of the gentleman from Tennessee, 
that a party having a warrant of one hundred and 
sixty acres, could not, under this bill, locate eighty 
\cres in one section, and eighty acres in the ad- 
joining section, both lying together. Now, if that 
is the effect of the bill, I am opposed to it. 


ut of the 
he Mex- 
enty-fi ve 
ix thou- 


the ren 


honsand 


nber has Mr. FITCH. The gentleman’s knowledge of 
und Jaw ‘he manner in which the public lands are divided 
nts were ind sub-divided, should have taught him at once 
arrants, 


rant that the amendment adopted by the committee of 


y the fu conference does not warrant such a supposition as 
ve docu- that. It merely compels the locator to take his 

la Ui tighty acres in a compact body. He cannot se- 
uid iKe 


ect two lots of forty acres that corner with each 
other, or that are not contiguous to each other. 





wish to make an inquiry. 


ranch of js warrants heretofore located, to be paid out of the 


: — re iy 
DUNHAM. [ have exhibited this docu- || 


} 
} 
| 


me to make a brief explanation in relation to an 


| error, into which I fell in my remarks this morn- 


ing, in reference to the number of Mexican bounty 
land warrants that have been located by assignees. 

Mr. FITCH. 1 cannot; I have been interrupt- 
ed quite enough already; and, moreover, as I saw 
the gentleman’s error—doubtless an unintentional! 
one—I can correct it as well as himself. 

[Here some conversation of a personal nature 
took place between Messrs. Dunnam and Fires; 
but owing to the confusion prevailing in the Hall, 
the reporters were unable to hear a word of it.} 

Mr. FITCH, (resuming.) It will be borne in 
mind by the House, that when the Senate bill was 
beforeus, we amended the first section. But first, 
in order to make that amendment intelligible to 
new members, it is necessary to go back to the 
proceedings of the lastCongress. [tis well known 
that during the last Congress, when the bounty 
land law of 1850 was under discussion here, an 
attempt was made by a gentleman, then a Repre- 
sentative from Ohio, [Mr. Vinton,] to so change 
the law, as that the warrants issued under it should 
be located only on land then in the market, and 
not upon land hereafter to come into the market. 
The House voted down that amendment by an 
overwhelming majority; but subsequently, at the 
very heel of the session, a few minutes before the 
adjournment, the same gentleman inserted in the 
Civil and Diplomatic appropriation bill, or in some 
other of the appropriation bills, an amendment to 
that effect. He did it atatime when we could not 
vote on the amendment without risking the loss of 
the appropriation bill, and, consequently, he suc- 
ceeded in forcing on this House a proviston which 
the House had previously condemned by an over- 
whelming majority. The amendment of the House 
to the Senate bill now under discussion, repeals 
that provision of the law of 1850, and provides 
that the warrants may be located on any land in 
the market; provided, that if the lands are subject 
to entry at more than the mininum price, the loca- 
tor shall pay the difference between $1 25 per acre 
(the presumed value of the warrant) and the cash 
value of the land. For instance, if the lands are 
sold at $2 50 per acre, the locator shall pay $1 25 
per acre,in cash. The Senate committee were 
apparently determined that this amendment of the 
House should not be in the bill; but they finally 
receded from their disagreement to it, on condi- 
tion that the House committee should recede from 
the House amendment, striking out the other sec- 


tions of the bill, which, from my previous course 


in the House, it may well be presumed [ could 
have no difficulty in complying with. We 
sequently recommended, as the gentleman from 


con 


| Tennessee has said, that the Senate shall recede 


from their disagreement to our amendment to the 
first section, and that we shall recede from our 
amendment, striking out the entire Senate bill with 
the exception of the first section. 

The second section of the bill originally pro- 
vided for the payment of fees to registers and re- 
ceivers out of the Treasury of the United States, 
for any warrants hereafter located by the parties 
to whem the warrants were issued; but if located 
by an assignee, the fees were to be paid by the 
locator. The committee have so amended this 
section as to make the fees payable by the hold- 
er of the warrant in all cases, whether he be the 
original holder or an assignee. The remaining 
sections of the bill are well understood, as they 
were in the Senate bill. Relative to the statistics 
of the gentleman from Tennessee and of my col- 
league, | have little to say. They may, or they 
may not be correct; but I presume as the gentle- 
men have probably taken some pains to inform 
themselves on the subject, that they at least think 
them correct. 

I differ with the gentleman from Tennessee 
[Mr. Jones] in his estimate of the amount which 
the third section will take from the Treasury. 
He puts it at $200,000. I do not believe it will 


| be the half of that; and I have the estimate of a 
| gentleman, who knows more of the matter than 


does my friend from Tennessee or mygelf, to sus- 
tain my opinion. It is an estimate from a source 


| from whence any opinion relative to our public 


lands will be received by the country as agers 
The error of my colleague, [Mr. Dunuam,] which, 


| as L have before said, was without doubt uninten- 


tional, consisted in stating that of some seventy 
thousand warrants issued under the Mexican war 


a 


been located by the soldiers, the original holders, 
and that upon this number the fees were to be 
paid out of the United States Treasury, by the 
third section of this bill; and that only about six 
thousand of the seventy-two intel had been 
located by assignees, and the fees paid. The ex- 
act reverse of this statement is the fact. Of the 
seventy-two thousand, sixty-six thousand have 
ebeen located by assignees, and the fees, provided 
for by the old law, paid; and only six thousand 
by the soldiers, the fees for which are, by this bill, 
to be paid out of the ‘Treasury. 

The gentleman from Tennessee informed the 
committee that he should vote against the provis- 
ion for the payment of registers and receivers, 
because he thought it too high; but with that sin- 
rle exception, the committee were unanimous in 
their report, and I hope it will be acceded to by 
both Houses. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, demanded the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. NABERS. I hope the gentleman will not 
call the previous question. I am satisfied the 
House cannot vote intelligibly on this report. I 
cannot for one. 

Mr. HOUSTON. 
question. 

Mr. JONES. I will not withdraw it, and it 
will then be under the control’of the majority of 
the House. 

Mr. NABERS. 


I insist upon the previous 


Will not the gentleman from 
Tennesses this matter future 
time? I only desire to be able to vote intelligivly. 
That is all I have to say. ; 


Mr. RICHARDSON. 


postpone to some 


I would inquire of the 


Chair if the morning hour has not expired? If 
Oo, we can go into Committee of the Whole on 
the State of the Union, and this matter will coms 
up to-morrow. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the morning hour affected at all by this 
report, and, therefore, that it has not yet com 
menced, 

Mr. RICHARDSON. It is very desirable that 
these amendments should be printed 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I have 
tion whatever to the postponement of the matter 
till to-morrow morning. But | want to 
it, and I think the House does 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I want to get rid of it, 
too. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Tennessee withdraw the call for the previous ques- 
tion? 


is not 


} 
no obiec- 


vet rid of 


Mr. JONES. No, sn 

Mr. RICHARDSON. I desire to know ifa 
motion to postpone this report til to-morrow 
morning, or the day after, would be in order 


now? If so, I will make that motion for the pur- 
pose of having the amendments printed 
The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
that motion would not be in order during the pend- 
ency of the demand for the previous question 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
1t been sustained. 
The SPEAKER. But it has been demanded. 
Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I rise to a question 
of order, as to how the Elouse will have to vote 
on thisreport? I believe that the report is an en- 
tirety, and that the only vote the House can ts 
is on agreeing to it, or disagreeing to it. 7 
House is not brought to vote on the separate prop- 
ositions contained in the report, but on the whole 
report as it stands. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will state, for the 
information of the House, that his decision will 
be, in accordance with the view taken by the gen 
tleman from Virginia, that the vote of the House 
will be on the report of the committee as it stands. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I wish to inquire of the 
Chair whether, if we now go into the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, this matter 
will not come up to-morrow morning? If we do 

| that, in the mean time the armendments will be 
rinted in the Globe, and we can all read them. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks this report 
would come up, except at atime when a privileged 
question or motion was pending. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then! move that the rules 
be suspended, and that the House resolve itself 

| into the Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 


The SPEAKER. 


The previous question has 
n 


ly 
1Ke 
4 


> 


That motion is not in order 
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during the pendency of the demand for the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. Then I ask the 
House, by unanimous consent, to let this report 
go over till to-morrow morning. 

Several Mempers objected. 

Mr. ORR. I desire to propound an inquiry to 
the Chair. If the House refuses to concur in the 
report of the committee of conference will it then 
be in order to move to raise another committee ofe 
conference? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that, in 
extraordinary cases, such a committee has been 
raised. 

Several Members. ‘ Always!’’ ‘ Always! 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is not very cer- 
tain in his recollection of the practice of the 
House. 

Mr. ORR. I would suggest that all we have to 
de is to move that the House non-concur with the 
report of the committee, and let another commit- 
tee of conference be appointed. 

The SPEAKER. No other proposition can be 
entertained during the pendency of the previous 
question. 

The House was then divided upon seconding 
the call for the previous question, and there were— 
ayes 62, noes 60. 

Tellers were demanded. 

Mr. ORR. If the Chair will allow meto make 
a statement in regard to this matter, perhaps it 
will save the necessity of ordering tellers upon the 
question. | will suggest that it is of no avail to 
discuss this report. ‘I'he House cannot possibly 
amend it in any way. We must pass it as it is, 
or we mustreject it. Now I hope the House will 
reject that report at once, and allow another com- 
mittee to be appointed. 

The House was divided upon the question of 
ordering tellers; and, only twenty-two gentlemen 
rising, they were not ordered. 

The previous question was then seconded, and 
the main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. CABELL, of Florida. » it in order to 
move to go mto the Committee of the Whole on 
the state of the Union? 

The SPEAKER. Itisnot. The main ques- 
tion has been ordered, and that must take pre- 
cedence of all other motions as a privileged ques- 
tion. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. I beg to remind the Chair 
upon this point, that it was decided differently in 
the last Congress. The Chair will recollect, that 
during the first session of the last Congress, the 
gentleman from Wisconsin [Mr. Dory] brought 
in a bill for the admission of California, discon- 
nected from every other subject. The previous 
question was sustained upon it, and then a motion 
was made to go into the Committee of the Whole 
on the state of the Union. It was decided thata call 
of the House was not in order, because the pre- 
vious question had been sustained; but it was also 
decided that the motion to go into the Committee 
of the Whole was in order; and the same ques- 
tion has been decided in the same way a dozen 
times. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would hesitate to 
differ with his predecessor. In this case, how- 
ever, his opinion is very clear. He believes that 
the House, having ordered the main question to 
be now put, must proceed to execute its own 
order, and that no other motion can intervene 
until that is disposed of. 

Mr. FITCH. If the motion were now made 
to reconsider the vote by which the main question 
was ordered, would not the report then lie over 
till to-morrow? I desire that it shall lie over, in 
order that it may be printed. 

The SPEAKER. It can only lie over by unan- 
imous consent. 

Mr. FITCH. 


reconsider the vote by which the main question 


was ordered to be put, and I hope there will be no | 
objection to the report then going over till to-mor- | 


row. 

Several Members. Oh, let’s vote upon it now! 

Mr. STANLY. I desire to inquire of the Chair, 
what will be the effect of the motion to reconsider? | 

The SPEAKER. If the House choose to re- 
consider the vote by which the main question was 
ordered to be put, and then reconsider the vote by | 
which the previous question was seconded, it will 
then be competent to move to postpone the further | 
consideration of the subject. 
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Well, I submit the motion to | 


Mr. HOUSTON, The same thing precisely 
can be done upon the motion to reconsider, 

Mr. ORR. I move to lay the motion to recon- 
sider upon the table. 

The question was put, and the House refused 
to lay the motion to reconsider upon the table— 
ayes 43; noes not counted. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 
to inquire of the Chair, whether—if we reconsider 
the vote ordering the main question to be put, 
and we then refuse to order the main question— 
whether under our rules, it does not go over? 

The SPEAKER. 
until to-morrow. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 


be no objection to its reconsideration. 


aL0SS. 


I beg leave respectfully | 


It will in that case go over | 


Then, I hope there will | 


The question was then taken, and the motion to | 


reconsider was agreed to. 


The question then recurred on ordering the main | 


question to be put; and, being taken, it was de- 
cided in the negative. 

So the main question was not ordered to be put. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I suppose the subject now 
goes over, as a matter of course? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

If the report of the committee of conference be 
agreed to, the bill will read as follows, viz: 

Be it enacted, §c., That all warrants for military bounty 
land, which have been or may hereafter be issued under any 
law of the United States, and all valid locations of the same, 
which have been, or may hereafter be made, are hereby 
declared to be assignable, by deed or instrument of writing, 
made and executed after the taking effect of this act accord 
ing to such form, and pursuant to such regulations as may 


be prescribed by the Commissioner of the General Land | 


Office, so as to vest the assignee with all the rights of the 
original owners of the warrant or location : Provided, That 
any person entitled to preémption right to any land, shall be 
entitled to use any such land warrant in payment of the 
same, at the rate of $1 25 per act, for the quantity of land 
therein specified: Provided, That the warrants which have 
been or may hereafter be issued, in pursuance of said laws, 
or of this act, may be located, according to the legal subdi- 
visions of the public lands in one body, upon any lands of 
the United States, subject to private entry at the time of such 
location, at the minimum price: Provided, further, That 
when said warrants shall be located on lands which are sub- 
ject to entry at a greater minimum than $1 25 per acre, the 
locator of said warrants shall pay to the United States in 
cash the difference between the value of such warrants at 
$1 25 per acre, and the tract of land located on. 

Sere. 2. And beit further enacted, That the registers and 
receivers of the land offices, shall hereafter be severally 
authorized to charge and receive for their services in loca- 
ting all military bounty land warrants, issued since the l1th 
day of February, 1847, the same compensation or per cent- 
age to which they are entitled by law for sales of the public 
lands for cash, at the rate of $1 25 per acre, the said com- 


pensation to be hereafter paid by the assignees or holders of | 


such warrants. 

Sec. 3. And beit further enacted, That registers and re- 
ceivers, whether in or out of office at the passage of this act, 
or their legal representatives incase of death, shall be en- 
titled to receive from the Treasury of the United States, for 
services heretofore performed in locating military bounty 
land warrants, the same rate of compensation provided in 
the preceding section for services hereafter to be performed, 
after deducting the amountalready received by such officers 
under the act entitled ** An actto require the holders of mil- 
itary land warrants to compensate the land officers of the 
United States for services in relation to the location of those 
warrants,’’ approved May 17th, 1848: Provided, That no 


register or receiver shall receive any compensation out of | 


the Treasury for past services, who has charged and re- 
ceived illegal fees for the location of such warrants: And 


provided further, That no register or receiver shall receive | 
for his services during any year, a greater compensation | 


than the maximum now allowed by law. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That in all cases 
where the militia or volunteers or State troops of any State 
or Territory were called into military service, and whose 
services have been paid by the United States subsequent to 


the eighteenth of June, eighteen hundred and twelve, the | 


officers and soldiers of such militia, volunteers, or troops, 
shall be entitied to all the benefits of the act entitled ‘‘ An act 
granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who 
have been engaged in the military service of the United 
States, approved September twenty-eighth, eighteen hun- 
dred and fifty, and shall receive lands for their services ac- 
cording to the provisions of said act, upon proof of length 


of service as therein required ; and that the last proviso of | 


the ninth section of the act of eleventh of February, 
eighteen hundred and forty-seven, he and the same is here- 
by repealed; Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
authorize bounty land to those who have herefore received 
or become entitled to the same. 


Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That where any com- | 


pany, battalion, or regiment, in an organized form, marched | 


more than twenty miles to the place where they were mus- | 
tered into the service of the United States, or were dis- | 


charged more than twenty miles from the place where such 


company, battalion, or regiment was organized: in all such 


cases, in computing the length of service of the officers and 


soldiers of any such company, battalion, or regiment, with || 
a view to determine the quantity of land, any officer or sol- | § 


dier is entitled to under said act, approved 28th of Septem- 
ber, 1850, there shall be allowed one day for every twenty 
miles from the place where the company. battalion, or regi- 
ment was organized, to the place where the same was mus- 
tered into the service of the United States; and also one 


day for every twenty miles from the place where such com- | 
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pany, battalion, or regiment was discharge. 
| where it was organized, and from whene 
enter the service. 
PROPOSITION TO CLOSE DEBATeE 
Mr. HOUSTON. I now move the 
closing debate upon the deficiency bill, in the ¢ 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Unigy 
The resolution was then reported, as follows: 
Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Wha 
on the state of the Union on the deficiency pit) shall oe 
at four o’clock this day; and if the committee shall a 
come to a conclusion sooner upon the same, jt shel hot 
proceed to vote upon such amendments as shall he me 
or offered to the same, and shall then report it to ~ Hs 
with such amendments as may have been agre maae 


the committee. Cd upon by 

Mr. HOUSTON. I have named four 0°¢jo.; 
to-day as the time to close the debate upon t] i 
bill, I am willing, however, that the House sha) 
fix its own time. vee 

{Cries of ‘* Call the previous question.” 

Mr. HOUSTON. Very well. I will ask the 
previous question. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. The gentley.) 
asks the previous question upon this resolution 
Now, I say that the resolution is all wron 7 

[Cries of ** Order!”’ ** Order !’’} 

The SPEAKER, It is not in order for the gey. 


t 
wo 


FeSOlvtion 


o 
>: 


_tleman from Arkansas to discuss the resolution, 


Mr. JOHNSON. But there is an amendmen: 
to that resolution which has not been read at aij 

Mr. HOUSTON. Oh, no; there is no amen. 
ment. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkay. 
sas will recollect that this is a new proposition— 
not the one offered yesterday. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Well, I desire to know if 
there is not an amendment to this resolution which 
has not been reported by the Clerk at all? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs leave to siate 
to the gentleman that, on yesterday, a resolution 
was offered by the gentleman from Alabama, 
[Mr. Houston,] proposing to close debate on the 

| deficiency bill. An amendment was offered to 

| that resolution. The gentleman from Alabama, 
however, to-day withdrew that resolution, and 
now offers a new proposition, upon which the 
previous question has been called. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I hope the gentleman from 
Alabama will, under the circumstances, allow me 
to offer an amendment. If he will permit me, | 
will state my reasons for making the request, and 
I am sure there can be no objection. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not care about the gen- 
t!leman’s reasons. I hope he will not take up the 
time of the House. I am perfectly willing he 
should offer his amendment, and let the House 
vote to fix such a time as they choose. | will 
withdraw the call for the previous question, and | 
hope the gentleman from Arkansas will renew it 
after he shall have offered his amendment. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will now offer my amend- 
ment. 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understand 
the gentleman from Alabama as withdrawing the 
call for the previous question ? 

Mr. HOUSTON. I withdraw it for the mo- 
ment, in order to allow the gentleman from Ar- 
kansas to offer his amendment. I understand his 
amendment is, to provide for closing debate at four 
o’clock to-morrow. I am willing the House should 
vote upon that amendment, and upon it I call the 
previous question. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I desire to know by what 

'authority the gentleman from Alabama puts an 
amendment in my mouth. I offered no such 
amendment. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I understood the gentleman 
as indicating that amendment. I will withdraw 
the call for the previous question, and the gentle- 

| man can offer such an amendment as he pleases. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I submit this amendment. | 
move that this debate shall be closed at four 
o’clock the day after to-morrow. My reasons for 
offering the amendment are these: the deficiency 
bill makes provision for the Indian service of the 
comant: Now, there are several items in this 
bill. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I hope the gentleman is not 
oing to debate the bill. 
| Mr. JOHNSON. I will not debate it. I pledge 
myself to that. I am only stating facts. I can 
debate it, however, if 1 want to, while I have the 
| floor. 


Mr. HOUSTON. I must call the gentleman 








larch 17, 


red, to the 


‘ an hour, upon the condition and principles of the 


Democratic party; and expressed his belief that 
that party would be harmonious after the presi- 


ier. I understand, that according to our 
oe ¢ order, the gentleman cannot debate the 
20 e 


Place 
It marehay , 


‘ "a ngition. 7 7 
i. BATR, props SPEAKER. The gentleman can only _ dential nomination, and would succeed in the ap- 
~ resoly ti, 1 ae proaching election. 
the Ueco™ ar JOHNSON. Well, sir, | was remarking Mr. TOWNSHEND spoke an hour, and de- 
nt ee 


or 


iates for the Indian Department have 


A 


fined the position of the Democratic party of Ohio, 


the estit . ; 
that OS as he understood it, in regard to the compromise 


» a9 follows; een under consideration in committee. 


> bane ee What ve number of them have been rejected by the measures. He expressed his belief that that par- 
sateen Cease et vee of Ways and Means, and that without || ty would not sustain those measures as a totality 
> Shy ple . > : “- : . 
me, it han . cient reason, as some of us-believe. Now, and finality, if insisted on by the Balumore Con- 
9 Sha the Acie . E : ~ . Cum 
shall be pendins y the House ought to give us time to investi- | vention. Messrs. O_ps and EpcerrTon dissented 
itto the Hae sa -ouchly. from his views 
Vise ho matter thoroughly. ; 
Breed upon by aie the matter the my 


, [These speeches will be found in the Appen- 
dix.] 

Mr. CHANDLER obtained the floor. 

Mr. NABERS. Mr. Chairman, have I the 


Mr HOUSTON. I must call the gentleman 


0 rder. 
“The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Arkan- 
by unanimous consent, 


four o’¢] 


} 
‘OCK 


ate UPON this 


e Ho gas call proceed only ; 
Use sha \r. FULLER. I object to this debate. floor ? ' 
ain . SPEAKER. Then the gentleman cannot Mr. CHANDLER. If the gentleman from 
lon,” he * i 


Mississippi has any more family troubles to bring 
up, I will cheerfully resign the floor to him. 
| Laughter. } 

Mr. NABERS. Ido not claim the floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I rose to make a few re- 
marks, but | understand the honorable gentleman 
on the other side of the House |Mr. Nasers} has 

| it in contemplation to address the committee on a 
subject which will be more germane to what has 
been said than any thing I shall be likely to say, 
{laughter.] 1 will, however, if he will allow me, 
make a very few remarks, and then take my seat. 
Mr. NABERS. I hope the gentleman will go 
/on and make his speech. Ido not claim the floor. 
However, | am much ebliged to the gentleman for 
his courtesy. 


“eed. Me eee 
Will ask the Mr. STUART. I desire to ask if it is in order 


ove to amend the resolution, so as to close the 
. te to-morrow at four o’clock? 

\ir. JOHNSON. I moved to amend the reso- 

-» by inserting the day after to-morrow. 

“Mr. KING. I understand the gendeman from 
\labama (Mr. Houston] is willing that the ques- 
son shall be taken upon the three propositions— 
day, to-morrow, and the day after. 
Vr. JOHNSON. I want to understand the 
position. The Chair called me to order when 
e had no right to do so. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair begs leave to say 
» the gentleman from Arkansas, that it is by the 
ourtesy of the Chair and the House that he was 


: 

he Zentlemay 
IS resolution. 
wrong, 


or for the ven. 
resolution, 
amendment 
n read at all. 
18 NO amend- 


from Arkap. 
TOPOSition— 


lat now if wed to say one word upon the subject at all, Mr. CHANDLER. We have now before us 
uti he allo 8a) ; Te ; ; Er 
ory which fr itis not a. debatable question. — a bill, reported to this House on the 20th of Feb- 
le \r. JOHNSON. Is not a motion to close de- || ruary. it has been discussed for several days in 
oe batea debatable question ? this committee, or at least it ought to have been; 
a resolution DALE ¢ . 


but I presume not one word of this bill has ever 
|| been read in this committee by the Clerk. 

Mr. Chairman, | rise to make a speech, not 
upon any troubles existing in the Democratic or 
the W hig party in the State of Pennsylvania. ‘They 


The SPEAKER. It is not, and the Chair has 
so announced half a dozen times. 

The question was being taken on the amend- || 
ment to the amendment under a division when— 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine, inquired upon which 
day the amendment to the amendment proposed 
to close debate. 

The SPEAKER. It proposes to close debate 
to-morrow, at four o’clock. 

Mr. STUART called for tellers, which were or- 
ordered; and Messrs. Ewine and Srvarr ap- 
pointed, 

" The question was then taken, and the tellers re- | 
take up the ported—ayes 79, noes 45. 
So the amendment to the amendment was adopt- 


- willing he d mitted by the representatives of the people on this 
the House . floor 


ose. I will The SPEAKER. The question is now upon J 1 
oes himself is self-respect. And one of the first things 


stion, and | the adoption of the resolution as amended, the ( ( 
a sen ie fect of which will be to close debate to-morrow, || & legislative body owes to itself is the exhibition 
a vw oe of that self-respect. I will not say it has not been 


at four o’clock. 
lent. a : 4 ge >} ; - . 
: The question was then taken, and the resolu- | exhibited here; but there is going abroad a report 
my Gmaee of the proceedings of this body upon this very 


‘ion, as amended, was agreed to. proc 
Mr. HOUSTON. I move to reconsider the | bill, which is bringing upon this House that con- 
tempt of the people, which, in time, if fostered by 


vote by which the resolution was adopted, and to [ 
1 a continuance of the cause, will do more to endan- 


lay the motion to reconsider upon the table; le cause 
'| ger the republican institutions of the country, and 


which latter motion was agreed to. ; 
Mr. PRICE. I ask the unanimous consent of | centralize power, than all the efforts of a corrupt 
Executive could ever produce. 


the House to introduce an unobjectionable resolu- e cou é 
Never, sir, in a country like this, can the legisla- 


tion, which will not oceupy any time. 7 
The resolution was then read for information, || ve branch of the Government lose its power, its 
as follows: | due weight, until, by neglecting the legitimate ob- 
ject of its creation, it proceeds to snatch from the 
people their reserved privileges, or gives itself up 
to the dictation of an ambitious executive. Sir, 
legislative power never recedes from the legisla- 
ture, until its legislators themselves concede, by 
their conduct, that they are unfit to exercise it. 
To make the laws is our business; to make rulers 
and law-makers is the business of the people. 
But, sir, it will be better for the House to earn the 
anger of the people, than to acquire their contempt. 
The former may vent itself in displacing the indi- 
viduals that compose this body; the latter will 
result in inquiries into the use of this body. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I hear much talking of 
dangers to the institutions of the country, and the 
| dangers, too, that are epringing from some of our 
| party organizations. But there are dangers - 

parently unnoticed by this House—dangers which, 
‘though not springing from our own institutions, 
are nevertheless around and near us; danger stalk- 
lhe question being upon the adoption of the first | ing abroad in this country! to which the President 
| of the United States has alluded in his annual 


clause thereof, and upon that question the gentle- | 
man from Maine [Mr. Arrieton] has the floor. || message—dangers, sir, greater than can spring up 


Mr. APPLETON addressed the House during || from ous own people and our own institutions, 


n Alabama, 
lebate On the 
S offered to 
m Alabama, 
olution, and 
n Which the 


bles, and to which they resort whenever they find 
it necessary for either branch to break a lance with 
the other. They never would appear upon the 
floor with a complaint of the wrong doings of this 
or that branch of the party. They would never 
come here to laud the Democracy or the Whiggery 
of that State. 
that they were sent here for other purposes. 


leman from 
eS, allow me 
ermit me, | 
request, and 


out the gep- 


understand 
lrawing the 


or the mo- 
n from Ar- 
lerstand his 
bate at four 
ouse should 
it I call th ; 4 
Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures, now 
having under consideration the claims of the American 
exhibitors at the World’s Fair, be instructed to take into 
consideration the brilliant victory won by the yacht Amer- 
ica, and recommend such action as they may deem proper || 
lor Congress to take on the subject. 

Mr. PHELPS objected. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I now move that the rules | 
of the House be suspended, and that the House || 
resolve itself into the Committee of the Whole on | 
the state of the Union. 

The question was taken, and the motion was 
agreed to. 


w by what 
na puts an 
1 no such 


gentleman 
withdraw 
the gentle- 
e pleases. 
ondment. | 
ed at four 
reasons for 
deficiency 
rice of the 
ns in this 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 


The House accordingly resolved itself into the 
Committtee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
(Mr. Meape in the chair.) 

The CHAIRMAN. When the committee last 
rose, it had under consideration House bill No. 
207, making appropriation to supply deficiencies. 


man is not 
t. I pledge 
ts. I can 
I have the 


gentleman 
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haye a common field where they settle their trou- , 


They know, and they try to show, | 
Mr. Chairman, a great mistake has been com- 


One of the first things that a man owes to | 
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which are being ingrafted with these evil heresies 
brought from abroad, and presented with a view of 
being made a part of our own institutions. And 
yet, sir, that message has never been referred to 
the appropriate committees. The Committee on 
Foreign Relations has never been directed, by this 
House, to consider that portion of the message 
which would lead to a consideration of our policy 
of non-interference with the institutions of other 
countries, and of the propriety of considering how 
far people from other countries may, by interfer- 
ence with our institutions, disturb the political 
peace of this nation by inappropriate associations, 
or the destruction of social quiet and individual 
morals by the promulgation of sentiments which, 
if allowed to operate, would work out the destruc- 
tion of a republican form of government, which 
can only exist with the predominance of virtue. 

Yet, sir, instead of moving to the detection and 
the correction of such evils, we are sitting here *‘in 
cold debate’’ upon the character and quality of the 
old rotten boards of the Baltimore platform. Sir, 
the constantrecurrence of speakers to ‘ta platform’’ 
to be erected is most grating to my ears, 

There is danger, imminent danger, in these plat- 
forms. They are set up, sir, to attract the eye, 
and insure the reverence and consent of those who 
are of party discipline; but, sir, they are no mere 
the images of constitutional requirements or privi- 
leges than was the image which Nebuchadnezzar 
set up in the province of Babylon, a likeness of 
the true God, though all must fall down and do 
worship. 

That last, however, Mr. Chairman, may be re- 
garded as a party evil, of which, if the Democrats 
do not complain, I do not know that | need trouble 
myself; and even though they did, it would, per- 
haps, be enough for me to offer the complainants 
an asylum in the Whig ranks without attemptung 
any interference in their behalf. 

But the evil is of national extent, and is work- 
ing in the general mind, an indifference to the pure 
teachings of the Constitution, that will finally 
allow that glorious instrument to sink into obliv- 
ion, and party platforms suggested by party wants, 
local conveniences, and temporary expediences, 
will usurp, in the affections and regard of the peo- 


| ple, that reverence and that obedience which are 


alone the right of the Constitution. Mr. Chair- 
man, I tremble for the country, when, on this 
floor, | hear party men avowing themselves men’s 
men instead of the nation’s men, and see them 
seizing on some rotten plank of a decayed, or some 
green and sappy contribution to a rising, platform, 
and trusting to that more than to the Constitution 
of the country. On various sides of me, but as 
yet always from the Democratic party, | hear the 
confession: ** 1] am of Paul, lam of Apollos, and I 
of Cephas.’’ Sir, give me the man as a candidate 
or a voter, who lays his hand on the organic law 
of the nation and says, I am for the Constitution, I 
of Washington. 

Mr. Chairman, day by day have we listened to 
these speeches; and what is the cause of it? Why, 
not long since, there was a proposition introduced 
into this House, by which the printing of a cer- 
tain document—which should be very costly— 
should be given to a certain establishment in this 
city—*‘ the Organ,”’ it is said, ** of the Democratic 
party.’” Ofthat organ, I have nothing to say. I 
know nothing bad of it beyond its party affinities. 
Its tones are discordant to my political ear. But 
we have heard, at different times, its groans and 
wailings, through its friends, for want of the usual 
pabulum. That pabulum was not given to it; and 
what has been the result here upon the floor of this 
House? Why, every day we see men resorting 
to means to carry out a party measure, and keep 
up party discipline, at the expense of the national 
Treasury. 

Mr. Chairman, I am not so ignorant of the 
ways and means of parties, as not to know that the 
patronage of the Government is likely to flow into 
the channel which will most promote the views of 
the majority. Ido not complain of the effort to 
sustain a party paper; but I do complain, and I 
have aright to complain, that the party having 
failed in its attempt to procure liberal patronage for 
their paper, so that it might act upon the question 
| of the Baltimore Convention, should seize upon 

the time of this House, and transform our Chamber 

into a party caucus, to influence the election of 
|| delegates, or the opinions and votes of delegates, 
‘| to the Baltimore Convention. 
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But, sir, I impugn no man’s motives. [ inter- 
fere with no man’s party. Gentlemen upon the 
other side of the House who know me, and some 
do, know thatl am incapable of that. But here we 
are now closing the fourth month of our session; 
and yet what havewe done? One gentleman rises 
upon the other side of the House (Mr. Hittyer} 
and impugns the laws of Massachusetts; as if we 
had anything to do with the difficulties and troubles 
of Massachusetts. The same gentleman says that 
the members of the Massachusetts Legislature have 
tried to repeal, and did repeal, the laws of that 
State, by which it was forbidden to a white man to 
marry a colored woman, and vice versa. What 
have we to do with that? 
Massachusetts as good a right to make laws by 
which a white man shall be allowed the privilege 
to wive with a black woman, as the people of any 
other State have to make laws granting the white 
man any other privilege, without being married ? 
{| Laughter. | 

jut 1 feel that lam subjecting myself to the 
charge of a waste of time. I feel that the busi- 
ness of the House is being delayed; but until the 
finger of that clock points to four, somebody will 
waste the time of the House, and I might as well 
do it as anybody else. 

I beg to say one word to my young friend, the 
member from the Portland district of Maine, [Mr. 
Aprietron.| That gentleman to-day made his 
coup d’essai wpon this floor, in a style of rhetoric 
which did himself infinite credit. It was pleasing 
to my ear, and, as a literary effort, in harmony with 
my feelings, as an old professor. Sir, 1 was de- 
liehted with it. But I did start a little when that 
gentleman pointed with the finger of contempt to 
this side of the House. I noticed the curl of his lip 
as he alluded to the sma!l number of Whigs now 
left in this National Council. I deplore it; and so 
will the nation deplore it, if the majority of this 
House continue to waste the time that is the prop- 
erty of the nation. 

But let me say to the gentleman from Maine, 
(Mr. Appteron|—and I speak from reading, my 
memory leads me back to it—that if there had 
been-one tenth part of the number of good men 
in Sodom that there are Whigs in this House, 
would have saved that whole city from 
destruction. [Laughter.] Whether we shall be 
saved or not must depend upon how far the con- 
tamination extends, how far the corruption of 
coalition may have gone amongst us. 

But there is another point: Three or four days 
of this House (and if any gentleman will figure 
up its cost they will find it something like three 
thousand dollars a day) have been spent in dis- 
cussing the character of the coalition of the Mas- 
sachusetts Legislature—the coalition of the peo- 
ple of Massachusetts—whether Mr. A or Mr. B 
should be Governor. Sir, I dislike coalition; but 
I believe they are frequently formed in tolerably 
rood motives, and honest persons sacrifice some 
mart of their creed for the sake of defeating some 

Sometimes, I believe, they 


, 
tney 


of the opposite creed. 
sacrifice a part of their favorite creed for the pur- 
pose of carrying the good point that is left of 
them. Not always, but as a general rule, I have 
not found them very beneficial. We have had 
some little experience in my own State, which I 
rot my finger into the vice. [Laughter.] 


But, Mr. Chairman, all the coalitions and com- | 


promises of Massachusetts and New Hampshire, 
und elsewhere, however good or bad they may 
have been, have no business in this House. They 
do net concern the legislation of the nation; they 
have nothing to do with the people, or the legisla- 
tion for the people. As tothat of Massachusetts, 
f course the coalition was to sacrifice a good 
man, and they did it. The Whig candidate for 
Governor was a good man. I do not recollect 
of many instances of the evil motives or im- 
proper circumstances that lead to a union for polit- 
ical effects; but the coalition of Pilate and Herod 
may be cited as an unfavorable instance of union 
of interests, otherwise hostile. 
they had been, they were agreed upon a cértain 
point, flanger] the result of which, however, is 
etter found elsewhere than quoted here. 
newed laughter. ] 


Mr. Chairman, I do beseech the gentlemen of | 


the House, in the first place, to pardon the ap- 
pearance which I, older than a large majority of 
this House, may have of dictation, or of direction. 
I have no desire to place myself here as the censor 


THE 


——$—— eee 


Have not the people of 


But hostile as | 
[Re- | 


'| Democratic Union parties in Mississippi. 


morum of this House, but I desire to preserve the | 
institutions of this country, in whose hands soever | 
they are placed for administration. I desire that 

the people abroad, in this nation, who never come | 


‘up to the Capitol, and who cannot often see us, but 


who have sent their representatives here, should 
know that, whatever may be the character of the | 
individuals whom they send, that they, mingling 
with the dignified and honorable class of citizens 
who represent that people, still bear upon them- 
selves the toga of the man, and the dignity of the 
Senator, and that this House should cease to be 
the place of party action, party dictation, and 
party operation, as if there was nothing for us to 
consider but the Democracy of the Union, and 
nothing for us to stand upon but the platform of 
Baltimore. I do not speak lightly of the Demo- 
cratic party. I know their value. I know and 
approve of the men, more than of their sentiments. | 
And I do not speak lightly of the machinery of | 
their action. It belongs to them. But do not bring | 
that machinery into this House; do not impede | 
the progress of business; do not starve the people || 
who stand at our doors, waiting for the payment 
of their bills, while we are discussing questions | 
mooted by ourselves, which candidate will be most 
available, whether it will be the old ‘‘fogy ”’ or 
the young “‘ fogy ’’—whether it will be the man 
who went pocketless and penniless over the Alle- 
ghanies to earn a living, or whether it will be he || 
who comes back with his pocket full, both, sir, | 
asking fora place. Let us have nothing to do | 
with them here. Either of them, if elected by a 
majority of the people, will be the lawful Presi- | 
dent of this Union, and will be entitled to my re- 
spect, and, so far as he administers the law, he | 
will be entitled no less to my obedience; yes, sir, 
to my cheerful, willing, obedience and support. 
But, sir, while we are hesitating, the time is | 


passing, and the honor of the nation is at stake, 


and bills against our Government—if not protested, 

are at least liable to be protested—are not to be | 
paid because we are, by talking, delaying the pas- | 
sage of the bills that lhe before us, and are wast- | 
ing our time and the patience of the people, rather | 
than to proceed to the business that belongs to us. | 
It is not my purpose, sir, | repeat it, to con- 

demn the speeches to which I have alluded, or the 

sentiments which I have examined generally. 

There is a time and there is a place for all these 

things; but I say that this is not the time, nor this 

the place. Party caucuses should be held by | 
party calls, and in party places, while the repre- | 
sentatives of the people, clothed not only with the 

power of making laws, but with the dignity of | 
sustaining for the people the honor of the Re- 

public, and maintaining for themselves the respect 

of the people, should in the time, and in halls of 

legislation, solemnize their minds to the loftiness 

of their missions, and separate themselves from all 

motives of action less than the good of the nation | 
and the honor of its Councils. 

Mr. McLANAHAN, (interrupting.) I ask 
my honorable colleague, since he has attributed to | 
the Democratic side of the House a delay in legis- 
lation, where the discussion commenced in regard 
to the making of Presidents and platforms? I 
wish him to state distinctly, if the whole discus- | 
sion was not opened upon the Whig side of the 
House, by the gentleman from Florida, [Mr. Ca- | 
BELL °] P | 

Mr. CHANDLER. Iam speaking of the dis- 
cussion which has taken place upon the deficiency | 
bill. (Laughter.] That is what I am speaking | 
upon; but since the whole matter has been up, I 
will—— 

Mr. McLANAHAN. One word more. All | 
that I intend to say is, that the Democratic party 
and the country are extremely thankful for the | 
effort which is made now, upon the Whig side of | 
the House, to close this unprofitable discussion; | 
and it is hoped, on all sides of the House, that it | 
will close with the speech of my colleague, [Mr. | 
CHANDLER. | 

Mr. CHANDLER. I then close my speech 
with the vote of thanks which the House, through | 
the honorable gentleman, my colleague, has given 
me. [Laughter.] 


Mr. FREEMAN next addressed the House in || 


regard to the position of the Southern-Rights and 


(The speech of Mr. F. will be found in the Ap- 
pendix 
Mr. 


dur obtained the floor, but yielded to i 
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| sentenced by the United States courts to the K 





as March i, i 


Mr. HART, who moved that t} 
rise; which motion was agreed to 
upon a division—ayes 68, noes 44. ° 

The committee accordingly rose, and the &,,... 
having resumed the Chair, the chairman 7 
committee reported that the Committee «+ ," 
Whole on the state of the Union had had the ms 
of the Union generally under consideration. ~ 
particularly House bill No. 207, and had eon, .- 
no conclusion thereon. oe 


Mr. STANLY. I ask leave to introdyo, at 
of which previous notice has been giver, ‘per 
that it may be referred to a committee, Bs 

Mr. KING, of New York. What is j; 

Mr. ORR. Let it be read for informatio) f 

; bill w hen read | s title. as fall 

The bill was then read by its title, as follow : 

‘A bill to authorize the Secretary of the Tre sites ; 
deposit with the several States the fourth installyyey: os 
deposits of public money directed to be made with 
States, by the act of June 23, 1836.” 


Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I object. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. Lask the unaniy 
consent of the House to allow the chairman if the 
Committee on the Judiciary to report back a po: 
tion which was referred to them. It is from 4), 
conductors of the Kentucky penitentiary, ask 
pay for taking care of, and supporting ¢o; View, 


8 


1€ COMMittes ’ 


there 
» there deine 


t 


. vit 


ié 


tucky State prison. 

Mr. BAYLY. I withdraw my objection to ¢), 
reference of the bill offered by the gentleman fro 
North Carolina, [Mr. Sranty. 

TheSPEAKER. The bill will be read a geeoy, 
time, if there is no objection. 

Mr. NABERS. I object. Everybody po; 
this floor has more or less bills to refer. * 

The SPEAKER. Does the Chair understy 
that objection is made to the chairman of the Jud. 
ciary Committee making a report? 

Mr. NABERS. I object. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. I would state to my 


ra 


| friend from Mississippi that this is a matter 


some interest to my State. I have been trying 
for two months to get this report in. [ never o 
jected to anything in my life upon this floor, 

Mr. NABERS. Iam not disposed to be fae- 
tious, and have never been since I came here, | 
have not been able to get the floor when I was 
entitled to it, and [ reaffirm here now, that this ob- 
jection is not out of discourtesy to the gentlema: 
from Kentucky, or anybody else—not at all, s 
but other gentlemen have various bills which they 
desire to have introduced. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. This is nota bill, 
Perhaps the gentleman is not aware what I wanted 

Mr. NABERS. I have never got up upon the 
floor but what I have heard that discordant sound— 
I object. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 

Mr. NABERS. No, sir; 
man. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. 

Mr. NABERS. 


Not from me. 
not from the gentle- 


Mr. Speaker— 
A single word more, I hav: 


| not yielded the floor. 


Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York. 
all debate. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will remind gen- 
tlemen that the question is not debatable. 

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE. The gentleman fro: 
Mississippi did not insist upon his objection, and 
the chairman is ready to report. 

Mr. NABERS. I was going to say this: | i- 
tended to cast no reflection upon the course an) 
gentleman thought proper to pursue, and simp) 
for the reason that I do not wish to imitate the 
bad example shown. I will withdraw my objec- 
tion. ewer’. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. Mr. Speuker, I am 1- 
structed by the Committee on the Judiciary,' 

which was referred the claim of the State of Ke 

tucky against the United States, for keeping and 
supporting convicts sentenced by the United States 
courts to the Kentucky State prison, to ask to ' 
discharged from the further consideration of te 
same. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BRECKINRIDGE, »y 


unanimous consent, it was 
Ordered, That leave be granted for the withdrawal of the 


I object to 


| above claims from the files of the House, for the purpose 0! 


reference to the proper Department. 


Mr. STANLY. laskif objection is withdraw" 
to the introduction of my bill, for the purpose ©' 
reference. 
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STANTON, of Ohio. I have risen a dozen 
. and have not got the privilege. I object. 
vr, BARRERE, from the Committee on En- 
ad Bills, reported the following bills as correctly 
led, viz: 
4, act for the relief of James Furguson, sur- 
“> partner of the firm of Furguson & Milhado; 
” at for the relief of Williams, Staples, & Wil- 
van act for the relief of Philip Miller; and 
‘int resolution for the relief of Elizabeth 
switt, widow and executrix of Robert C. Prew- 
, geceased; which, severally, were signed by the 


Mi 


Seek {OUSTON. I want just to say to the 
tne, that itis proper that we should clear the 
ecey’s table of the communications and bills 
t] I therefore ask the House to pro- 
a4 tothe business upon the Speaker’s table. It 
) not take more than half an hour. 
; Vir. HIBBARD. 1 wish to be permitted to 
ve that I have looked over the bills upon the 
zopaker’s table. They are few in number, and | 
weannot occasion debate. I hope unanimous 
sent will be given to clear the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. SMART. I object. 
0» motion by Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, 


¢ House adjourned. 


s 


tere. 


PETITIONS, &c. 

rhe following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 

dor the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

Ry Mr. PEASLEE: The petition of Jacob A. Chesley 

; others. citizens of New Hampshire, against the exten- 

n of the Woodworth patent. 

Ry Mr. GORMAN: Joint resolutions of the Legislature 
ofthe State of Indiana, praying an appropriation for a canal 

und the rapids of St. Mary’s river. 

\jso, the joint resolutions of the Legislature of Indiana, 

1») Agricultural Bureau. 

jjso, the joint reselutions of the Legislature of Indiana, 
sking an appropriation to erect public buildings at Indian 
wolis. Indiana. 

By Mr. CAMPBELL, of Illinois: The memorial of sun- 

‘citizens Of Galena, [linois, praying the grant of one 

ed and sixty acres of land to each member of the 

Western Farm and Village Association.’’ 

\Jso, the petition of A. C. Harding and 106 others, citi 
sens of the county of Warren, in the State of Illinois, pray- 

o fora grant of land toaid in the construction of a railroad 
from Burlington, in Iowa, through Peoria, in Illinois, to 
Lafayette, in Indiana. 

Also, the remonstrance of Lemuel Andrews and 200 other 
tizens of the county of Rock Island, in the State of LIli- 

s, against the Woodworth patent. 

By Mr. WELCH: The petition of citizens of Pomeroy, 
Ohio, for a canal around the falls of the Ohio river. 

$y Mr. BURROWS: ‘The memorial of the executive 

rlof the New York State Agricultural Society, asking 

the establishment of an Agricultural Bureau. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio: The memorial of James 
\icMath and 42 other citizens of 'l'uscarawas county, in re- 
ation to the Wheeling bridge. 

{lso, the remonstrance of John latton and 58 other citi 
zens of Tuscarawas county, against the renewal of the 
Woodworth patent.® 

By Mr. WATKINS: The petition of 110 citizens of Ten- 

ssee, fora post route from Marshall’s Ferry to Hay’s 
Ferry, Tennessee. . 

\lso, the petition of 150 citizens of Tennessee, for a post 
route from Sveamore to Sneedville, Tennessee. 

By Mr. BELL: The petition of citizens of Darke coun- 
ty, Ohio, praying for a mail route from Greenville, in Darke 
county, via Dallas, to Celina, in Mercer county. 

by Mr. GOODENOW : The memorial of sundry citizens 
tthe ports of Gardiner and Pittston, in the district of Bath, 
Maine, against the rep@al of an act passed March 3, 1847, 
relating to proceedings in admiralty, &c. 

by Mr. SCHERMERHORN: A memorial of the city of 
Rochester, New York, praying that the terms of the Cir 

it Court of the United States for the Northern District of 
New York, may be appointed by law, to be held in the city 

Rochester, and offering the use of a court-room anda 
iaW library free of any charge. 

_ Sy Mr. WASHBURN ; A remonstrance of Thomas Me- 
Haniel and 16 others, of Penobscot county, Maine, against 
ie renewal of the patent of Austin & Zebulon Parker. 

\lso, the remonstrance of M. Buck and 51 others, of said 
county, against the same. 

_By Mr. SIBLEY: The memorial of 676 citizens of the 

nited States residing in New York city, praying the grant 
0. 180 acres of land to each member of the ‘‘ Western Farm 
tnd Village Association,” said grants to be selected from 
“ly part of the public domain between Lake Michigan and 

Rocky Mountains, upon condition that improvement 
ae settlement be made thereon before the 15th of July, 
1852. 
_ By Mr. BENNETT : A petition of 112 citizens of Bain- 
rhige, Chenango eounty, New York, in behalf of the 
“Western Par and Village Association ” in New York. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: Three remonstranees of numer- 
ous citizens of Philadelphia, against a renewal of the patent 

t Woodworth’s planing machine. 

Also, asked and obtained permission to withdraw the pa- 
pers of Alice Dowlin, to be referred to the Committee on 
luvalid Pensions. 

3y Mr. IVES: A memorial of 75 citizens of the county 
% Jefferson, New York, on behalf of the “* Western Farm 
tad Village Association ” of the city of New York. 

by Mr. DOTY: The petition of Charles Combs, Edgar 

Paddock and other citizens of Ripon, in Wisconsin, 


“king for a grant of 160 acres of land tothe members , 


praying additional compensation for their service 
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of the Western Farm and Village Association, anywhere 
between Lake Michigan and the Rocky Mountains. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Massachusetts : The memorial 
of Alonzo Stewart and others, in behalf of the “* Western 
Farm and Village Associatien”’ of the city of New York 

By Mr. ASHE: The petition of Duncan McBride and 
others, against the extension of the Parker patent. 

By Mr. BRIGGS: A memorial from officers of banks in 
the city of New York, asking Congress to abolish the spirit 
ration in the Navy. 

Also, a memorial from ‘nsurance companies in the city of 
New York, asking Congress to abolish the spirit ration in 
the Navy. 

Also, a memorial from the merchants in the city of New 
York, asking Congress to abolish the spirit ration in the 
Navy. 

Also, a memorial of sundry citizens of New York, ask 
ing Congress to abolish the spiritrationin the Navy. 

By Mr. ALLEN, of Illinois: The petition of L. W. Wil 
lis and others, citizens of Massac county, Llinois, asking 
that a mail route may be established from Metropolis city, 
in the State of Illinois, via Brooklyn, to Paducah, in the 
State of Kentucky. 

By Mr. MACE: The memorial of Jerome B. Odell and 
Tehumacus Odell, assistant marshals of Tippecanoe coun 
ty, Indiana, asking additional pay for taking the census. 

By Mr. GROW: The petition of citizens of Susque 
hanna county, Pennsylvania, for a mail route from Dundaff, 
in said county, to Lanesboro, on the New York and Erie 


| Railroad, in said county. 


Also, the petition of citizens of Bradford county, Penn 
sylvania, for a mail route from West Franklin post office, 
in said county, to Alba post office, in said county. 

Also, the petition of citizens of Susquehannah and Tioga 
county, Pennsylvania, in favor of intervention. 

Also, a remonstrance of 162 citizens of Susquehannah 
county, against the renewal of the Woodworth patent. 

By Mr. DAVIS, of Indiana: The memorials of ‘Thomas 
C. W. Sale, J. B. Hays, and Jarid C. Jocelyn, of Indiana, 


; in taking 
the Seventh Census. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuvurspay, March 18, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Monean. 


The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the Secretary of War, 
made in compliance with a resolution of the 15th 
instant, transmitting a map of the Territory of New 
Mexico, compiled by Brevet Second Lieutenant 
John G. Parker; which was read. 

On motion by Mr. CHASE, it was 

Ordered, That the report be printed, and that the map be 


engraved under the direction of the Topographical Bureau. 


A motion by Mr. CHASE, to print two thou- 
sand additional copies of the report and accom- 
panying map, was referred to the Committee on 

rinting. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, communi- 
cating, in compliance with a resolution of the Sen- 
ate, the amount that has been paid to officers of 
the Army during the year ending July 1, 1851, on 
account of double rations; which was read and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

ThePRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, communica- 
ting, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
the amount paid to officers holding brevet com- 
missions above the amount of their pay in the line 
during the year ending July 1, 1851; which was 
read and referred to the Committee on Military 


| Affairs. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial of the 
Legislature of Wisconsin relative to the jurisdic- 
tion of the United States district court for that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

Also, three petitions of inhabitants of Wiscon- 
sin, praying an extension of the time for which 
preémptions to the public lands are granted; 
which were referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Mr. WELLER presented a resolution of the 
Legislature of California relative to the civil fund 
of that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a resolution of the Legislature of Califor- 
nia in favor of increasing the salaries of the United 
States district judges in that State; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ADAMS presented a memorial of the Le- 


gislature of Mississippi, praying a reduction of 


the price of the public lands in the Augusta and 
Washington land districts; which was referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented a peti- 


| tion of residents of the town of Stockbridge, Wis- 
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consin, praying the appointment of a commissioner 
to examine and settle all questions of controversy 
relating to lands in the Stockbridge reservation; 
which was referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs, 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the petition of A 
W. Denham, praying an extra compensation for 
services as superintendent of laborers during the 
erection of the General Post Office building; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. 

PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. 

On motion by Mr. BELL, it was 

Ordered, That the memorial of the Legislature of Ten 
nessee, on the files of the Senate, relating to the establie! 
ment of a marine hospital at Memphis, be referred to the 
Committee on Commerce 


On motion by Mr. SUMNER, it was 

Ordered, That W. W Chapman have leave to withdraw 
his petition and papers. 

REPORT FROM A COMMITTER. 

Mr. FOOT, from the Committee on Reve 
tionary Claims, to which was referred the men 
rial of the heirs of Colonel William Graysor 
the revolutionary army, submitted a report 
companied by a bill for their relief; which was 
read and passed to the second reading 

The report was ordered to be printed 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 

Mr. WALKER gave notice of his intentiont 
ask leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to grant the right of way and make a 
donation of public land to the State of Wisconsin, 
to aid in the construction of a railroad from Man 
itoowoc to the Mississippi river, in that State 

A bill to restrict and limit the jurisdiction of th 
district court of the United States for the district 
of Wisconsin. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

Mr. GEYER, agreeably to revious notice 
asked and obtained leave to aml il to pro 
vide for the payment to the State of Missouri two 
per centum of the net proceeds of the sales of public 
lands therein, heretofore reserved under a compact 
with said State; which was read a firstand second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 


CREDIT TO RAILROAD COMPANIES. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, submitted the fol 
lowing resolution; which was agreed to 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pinance be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of giving to railroad compa 
nies twelve months’ time in which to pay the duty on rau 
roadiron. 


uce al 


BATTLE OF CERRO GORDO. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, submitted the 
lowing resolution for consideration: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of War b 
furnish to the Senate a copy of the supplemental report of 
the battle of Cerro Gordo, made by General G. J. Pil 
to General W. Scott, recently filed in the War Department 
by General Scott, and which has never been published 


requested to 


POSTAL STATISTICS. 
Mr. SUMNER submitted the following 


lutions for consideration: 


reso 


Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested to 
report to the Senate the whole number of letters which 
passed through the post offices of the United State 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 1851, distinguishing the paid 
from the unpaid, those paid by stamps from those paid by 
eash, also the number of free letters 

Also, the aggregate number of drop letters during the same 
period. 

Also, the amount of printed matter, number of newspa 
pers and periodicals sent through the post offices during the 
same period, distinguishing the paid from the free; and if 
this be not practicable, then to furnish an estimate thereof. 

Also. the number of dead letters returned to the General 
Post Office during the same period, and the amount of post 
age due thereon ; the amountof property found in the sam 
the amount restored to owners, and the amount for which 
no owners have been found, and the disposition made of the 
balance on hand. 

Also, the cost of the transportation of the mails and the 
postage collected in each of the several States during the 
same period. 

Also. the number of letters conveved during the same 
period by the Cunard, Collins, Bremen, and Havre lines of 
steamers respectively, distinguishing the paid from the un 
paid; also the number of newspapers conveyed by the 
same lines respectively, and the amount of postage collected 
on the same. 

Also, to report the amount of postage collected by each of 
the said lines, in the United States and Great Britain, re 
spectively; and the amount of commissior — to Our 
postmasters on the balance due and paid to the British Gov 
ernment on account of postage 

Also, the number of dead letters returned to the United 
States and Great Britain respectively, under the postal 
treaty, and the amount of postage due thereon 
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Also, the same with regard to dead letters returned to the 
United States and Bremen respectively. 

Also, the amount required from and paid to the British 
Government on account of closed mails, and the rates per 
ounce of such conveyance. 

Also, the amount paid for the transmission of letters to 
the Continent of Europe, and to China by the Oriental line 
of steamers; also the number of letters sent to China, via 
Marseilles. 

Also, the number of letters conveyed between New York 
and California, and also between New York and Oregon, 
via Chagres and Panama, and the amount of postage col 
lected thereon, distinguishing the paid from the unpaid, and 
the number of free letters, and the number of newspapers, 
and the postage thereon. 

Also, the number of letters and newspapers conveyed by 
the Charleston and Havana steamer, and the amount of 
postage collected thereon. ? 

Also, the number of ship letters received during the same 
period in the offices of the United States, and the amount 
paid for the same. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be requested, in 
his next annual report for the fiscal year ending J0th June, 
1852, to imbody answers for that period to the inquiries in 
the preceding resolution. 


BILLS PASSED. 

The following engrossed bills were severally read 
a third time, and passed: 

A bill granting the right of way to the State of 
Missouri, and a portion of the public lands to aid 
in the construction of a railroad from Hannibal to 
Saint Joseph, in said State. 

The title of the above bill was amended by strik- 
ing out all after the words ‘‘ construction of,’’ and 
inserting ** certain railroads in that State.’’ 

A bill granting to the State of Arkansas the right 
of way and a portion of the public lands, to aid in 
the construction of the Arkansas Central railroad 
from a point on the western bank of the Mississippi 
river, opposite the town of Memphis, Tennessee, 
by way of Little Rock, to a point on Red river, 
on the border of Texas. 


r 


The bill having first been amended on the mo- | 


tion of Mr. Bor.ann, by inserting at the end of 
the third section the following words: 

“Which land shall, from time to time, be offered at pub 
lic sale to the highest bidder, under the direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior, and shall not be subject to entry 
until they shall have been so offered at public sale.”’ 

The title of the above bill was amended by 
striking out all after the words ‘‘ construction of,’’ 
and inserting ‘‘ certain railroads in that State.”’ 

A bill granting to the State of Alabama the right 
of way and a donation of public land, for making 
a railroad from Selma to the Tennessee river. 


A joint resolution to provide for straightening || 


the eastern boundary line of the naval hospital 
lands at New York. 

A bill to authorize the State of Wisconsin to 
select the residue of the lands to which that State 


is entitled, under the act of the 8th of August, | 


1846, to aid in the improvement of the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers. 

A bill making an appropriation for the erection 
of a marine hospital at Portland, Maine. 


ASSIGNABILITY OF LAND WARRANTS. 


A message from the House of Representatives 
was received by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, announ- 


cing that the House had agreed to the report of || 


the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses, on the bill to make land 
warrants assignable, and for other purposes. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the report of 
the committee of conference on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses on the above bill, and it 
was amended accordingly. 


NON-INTERVENTION. 
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 


the joint resolution affirming the doctrine of non- || 


intervention; when 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, rose and addressed 
the Senate at length in favor of the resolution. 

Mr. CASS nema and Mr. JONES, rejoined. 

[For the speech of Mr. Jones, and reply of Mr. 
Cass, see Appendix.] , 

Mr. SOULE, I wish to say something on this 
question, and I wish to deliver my views as early 
as may be convenient to the Senate. I would not 
undertake now to address the Senate, as it is 
rather late; but with the leave of the Senate I will 
take possession of the floor, and move that the 
further consideration of the subject be postponed 
until Monday. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I want simply to 
call the attention of the honorable Senator from 
Michigan to one fact, in which I think he is mis- 
taken in regard to the history of the resolution to 
which he has referred. When he spoke of having 


| introduced the resolution which was voted down, 


I supposed that he referred to the resolution which || 


he introduced in relation to suspending diplomatic 
| relations with Austria. 
Mr. CASS. 1 did. 
Mr. HALE. Well, I have some recollection 
| of that resolution. 
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|| or forty minutes? 


1 felt some interest in it at the || 


time, and I think if the honorable Senator will | 


| examine the matter, he will find that he is mista- 
ken. On the 15th of December, 1849, at the com- 
mencement of that session, the honorable Senator 
introduced his resolution in relation to suspending 
diplomatic relations with Austria. I proposed an 
amendment to it. 
and several gentlemen addressed the Senate upon 
it until the 5th of February, 1850, and then Mr. 
Foote, at that time a member of the Senate from 
Mississippi, stated that he held in his hand certain 
resolutions which he proposed to offer, and that 
one was to be proposed by his friend from Louisi- 
ana, [Mr. Soue,] and that the honorable Senator 
from Michigan had consented to receive those 
three resolutions asa substitute for his original 
one. I withdrew my amendment then, and upon 
the motion of Mr. Foote those resolutions were 


assigned and made the special order for a future || 


|day. They were nevercalled up afterwards, and 
there was never any vote taken upon them ac- 
cording to my recollection, as the Journals of the 
Senate will show. 
| desired to make. 
| Mr. CASS. _ I was under the impression that 
| a vote had been taken. 
Mr. HALE. No, sir; there was no vote taken. 
Mr. CASS. 
| was because it was evident thata majority of the 
| Senate were not in favor of the resolution. 
The motion to postpone was agreed to. 
On motion, the Senate then adjourned. 


| 


i} pa ‘ is ares 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| Tuurspay, March 18, 1852. 

| The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
| by the Rev. Lirr_eron F. Morean, 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


I wish to ask the unanimous | 
| consent of the House for leave to move that the | 


Mr. HIBBARD. 


|| House proceed to the business upon the Speaker’s 
table, so far as to take up and refer certain Execu- 
\| tive communications and certain bills 
| Senate. 
| have looked over the bills from the Senate. 
| are few in number, and I am confident the question 
| of their reference can oceasion no debate. It is 
| understood I wish for leave to proceed so far as to 
take up these two classes of cases: reports from 
Executive Departments and bills from the Senate. 
Objection was made. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
pended, and that the House resolve itself into the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 

| Union. 


| of conference. 
Mr. HOUSTON, 


from Tennessee, [Mr. Jones,] in view of the con- 


| dition of debate upon the deficiency bill, will not | 


press that now. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 
over that question at all. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
over for to-day, as debate upon the deficiency bill 
|| is limited to four o’clock to-day. 
| submitted the motion to go into committee. 


Mr. JONES. It will take up but little time. 


| The call for the previous question has been sec- || 


| onded. 


The SPEAKER. That is the regular business | 
in order, but the Chair thinks it competent for the || 


gentleman from Alabama to make his motion. 
Mr. JONES. I hope the House will not go 


into committee, as this is a very important ques- | 
| tion—as much so as the deficiency bill—and | 


should be disposed of immediately. 


| The question being on the motion of Mr. Hovs- || 


TOoN— 


Mr. HART called for tellers, which were or- | 


dered; and Messrs. Futter, of Maine, and Ha- 
VEN were appointed. 


Mr. COBB. 
| the report of the committee of conference on the 


It was called up several times, | 


That is the statement which I || 


If there was not a vote taken, it || 


Prayer | 


from the || 
If the House will permit me to say, I || 


They | 


I move that the rules be sus- | 


The SPEAKER. The business first in order | 


.is the consideration of the report of the committee 


I suppose the gentleman | 
I have no control || 


I ask the House to pass that 


I have therefore 


If we take up for consideration | 
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wee ae : “- 
bill for the pire ey of land warrants | 
inquire whether it would take up more Bie a { 


The SPEAKER. The Chair is una} 
to the gentleman. 
long it will take. 

The question was then taken and decid 
negative—the tellers having reported—, 
| noes 68. ; 

So the House refused to go into the Comn 
_ of the Whole on the state of the Union, _ 


ASSIGNABILITY OF BOUNTY LAND yap. 
RANTS—REPORT OF THE COM MITTER OF 
CONFERENCE. 

Mr. JONES called up for consider 


port of the committee of conference, 
The SPEAKER. Upon the question of 4) 
| adoption of the report of the committee of ».., 
| ference, the call for the previous question was... 
onded. The question now is, shall the main o, 

| tion be now put? It was so ordered. 

The question now being on concurring int 
report of the committee of conference, ~ 

Mr. JONES demanded the yeas and nays: who) 
were ordered. 2 om 

Mr. COBB. I ask for the reading of the bill as 
proposed to be amended. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lobject. I wantto vet thrones 
with this business. Mi 

Mr. COBB. I rise to a question of order, Ifa 
| request is made for the reading of the bill, whj.) 
is objected to, should not the question be put to the 
House’ I am opposed to this one man power, - 

The SPEAKER. If the gentlemen will liste 
| to the facts, the Chair will state that the report of 
the committee of conference, and the bill as pro. 
posed to be amended, was read on 
The Chair overrules the point of order 

Mr. HOUSTON. My colleague will find jt j 
the Globe, where he can read it, and understand 
it much better than if it were read from the desk. 

Mr. BOCOCK. Is the vote about to be takey 

on agreeing to the report of the committee of co». 
| ference? 
The SPEAKER. The question now being pw: 
| is upon agreeing to the amendments proposed by 
the committee of conference to the bill making 
land warrants assignable. It is upon the adoptio: 
of the report of the committee as a whole. 

The question was then taken, and the report of 
the committee was adopted—yeas 92, nays 69; as 
follow: 

YEAS—Messrs. Aiken, Wilis Allen, Allison, William 
Appleton, Ashe, Barrere, Bartlett, Bell, Bibighaus, Bowne, 
Bragg, Breckinridge, Albert G. Brown, Busby, E. Carring 
| ton Cabell, Thompson Campbell, Churchwell, Clark, 

Cleveland, Clingman, Cobb, Conger, Cullom, John G. Ds 
| vis, Doty, Duncan, Eastman, Edgerton, Edmundson, 
| Faulkner, Ficklin, Fitch, Henry M. Fuller, Gamble, Gay- 

lord, ‘Gentry, Giddings, Goodenow, Gorman, Harper, 5 


W. Harris, Hart, Hendricks, Thomas M. Howe, Andrew 
| Johnson, John Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, Daniel T 


ile t 

 Tenly 

He cannot determine },.. 
ti 


ed in: 
Aves 355 


ation the re. 


N Ques. 


e 


y esterda vy, 





|| Jones, George G. King, Kubns, Kurtz, Landry, Lockhart, 


Mace, Edward C. Marshall, Humphrey Marshall, McNair, 
Miller, Molony, John Moore, Morrison, Nabers, Newton, 
Andrew Parker, Samuel W. Parker, Penn, Penniman, 
Polk, Price, Richardson, Robinson, Sackett, Skelton, 
Smart, Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Abr 
| ham P. Stevens, Stone, Stratton, ‘Strother, Stuart, Taylor, 
| Benjamin Thompson, Thurston, Walsh, Ward, Washburn, 
| Watkins, Welch, Addison White, Wilcox, and Yates—? 
| NAYS—Messrs. Averett, Bocock, Brooks, Buell, Bur 
rows, Joseph Cable, Lewis D. Campbell, Chapman, Curt’, 
| Daniel, Dawson, Dimmick, Dunham, Durkee, Evans, 
Floyd, Fowler, Thomas J. D. Fuller; Gilmore, Hamilton, 
Isham G. Harris, Haws, Hascall, Haven, Hibbard, Hors 
ford, Houston, Howard, Thomas Y. How, Ives, Jackso», 
| Jenkins, James Johnson, George W. Jones, J. Glaney 
Jones, Préston King, Letcher, Martin, Mason, McDonald, 
McLanahan, McMullin, McQueen, Millson, H. D. Moore, 
Morehead, Murray, Olds, Orr, Peaslee, Perkins, Seber 
| merhorn, Schoolcraft, Schoonmaker, Scurry, David |. 
Seymour, Origen 8S. Seymour, Smith, Benjamin Stantor, 
Sutherland, George W. ‘Thompson, ‘Tuck, Venable, Wa 
lace, Wells, Alexander White, Wildrick, Williams, an 
Woodward—69. 


So the report of the committee was adopted, and 
the bill in the form published in the proceedings 
_ yesterday, has passed. 

Mr. BEALE, during the pendency of the vote, 

asked to be excused from voting, on the ground 

| that he did not know the character of the repor' 
upon which he was called to vote. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair would state that 
the proposition of the gentleman from Virginie 
should have been made under the rule, before ti 
call of the roll wascommenced. ‘There can be 4 
vote upon a proposition to excuse during the ca! 
ing of the roll. 
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——— 


s : : f 
\{r. COBB, when his name was called, said: I 


» in the affirmative, but am opposed to a part 
yore 


fhe bill. . S 
‘Mr. € moved to reconsider the vote by which 
port was adopted, and to lay the motion to 

ee enaidet upon the table; which latter motion 


creed to. 
DEFICIENCY BILL. 


motion by Mr. HOUSTON, the House re- 

ved itself into the Committee of the W hole on 
tate of the Union, (Mr. Sruarr in the chair,) 
4 -esumed the consideration of the bill, No. 207, 
akiel appropriation to supply deficiencies for the 
- o) vear ending June 30, 1852. 

Vr, SMITH, who was entitled to the floor, 
jegsed the committee for an hour, principally 


acares 


was & 


On 


fiscal Y 


ypon 7 “oe : 
essed some VleWS In Opposition to the form in 


hich it was proposed by the Department of the 
Interior to have that work executed. He was in 
«vor of rejecting so much of the matter proposed to 
i printed—that is, the medical statistics and the 
historic part—and was in favor of printing the 
: a reduced form, and on a more economical 
wale. He expressed some views in regard to the 
Presidency, and in opposition to taking up for that 
ofice defeated candidates, and resuming old issues, 
He preferred progress, and a young or new candi- 
date. , : 

Mr. NABERS next addressed the committee, in 
reply to the remarks of the gentleman from Ala- 
bama, (Mr. Smrrn,} in regard to the unfitness of 
the old presidential candidates. He thought that 
the progressive doctrines advanced by that gentle- 
man now were totally at variance with those ex- 
by him in regard to the principles of Kos- 
wth. He (Mr. N.) was disposed rather to adhere 
to the conservative policy of our government rather 
than upon any idea of progress to take up “* Young 
America’? and new and dangerous doctrines. 
entered at some length into Mississippi politics, 


av 


work in 


pressed 


and defended the position of the Union party of 


that State. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, then ad- | 


dressed the committee, principally in reply to that 
wrtion of the remarks of the gentleman from 
paneer {[Mr. BrecxinrinGe) identifying Mr. 
Fillmore with the Abolition party, because he had, 


when a Representative on that floor from New | 
York, voted against the resolution of Mr. Wise, | 


inhibiting the consideration of abolition petitions. 


He maintained that if it was wrong for Mr. Fill- | 
more to vote against the adoption of that resolu- | 


tion, it was equally wrong when the Democratic 
party subsequently voted for the rescision of this 
very rule. 
was national and conservative in his views on the 
slave question. 


[The above speeches will be found in the Ap- | 


pendix. } 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I have sought 


anxiously to-day what, in the history of this Con- | 


gress, would have been a somewhatextraordinary 


thing—to obtain the floor for the purpose of ad- | 


dressing the House upon the business legitimately 


before us, (the deficiency bill,) and which we were | 


sent here to transact. We have had that bill but 
avery few days ander discussion—a bill which 
appropriates about $3,000,000. 
amined the whole’ bill, and only wish to speak 
upon those appropriations, into the investigation 
of which the committee, of which I am a member, 
have hitherto gone. I speak of that portion of 
the deficiency bill which makes appropriation for 
the Indian service of the country. Becien the 


whole time which has been spent upon this bill, | 


we have heard nothing but a squabble about presi- 
dential candidates—a matter which I humbly sub- 
mit is premature and unfortunate for the Demo- 
cratic party, and in which none who have been 


engaged in it will be able to say, that they have | 
They | 


distinguished themselves for prudence. 
should have waited until such time as these ques- 
tions come up legitimately—when there was a can- 
didate for the Presidency—and then discuss those 
subjects; and allow us, In the mean time, to take 
up and consider what was truly the business of 


the House, and that is, the various bills brought | 


before us for consideration. 


The chairman of the Committee of Ways and 


Means enforced, yesterday, upon this House the 


hecessity of closing the debate upon this bill to- | 
4y, with a full knowledge—I speak of it in no || generally under consideration, and particularly 
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the subject of the census printing. He ex- | 


' sult? 


He | 


He maintained that President Fillmore | 


I have never ex- | 


* Mr. JOHNSON. 








unkindly sense to the gentleman, but I condemn 
it as a thing that was wrong, and as a thing that | 
never knew in my term of service to be done here- 
tofore by the Committee of Ways and Means— 
that a committee, parallel with his own in point 


| of business upon a particular subject, had that 


subject under consideration, and had asked for 
time to develop facts which might be laid betore 
this House for its consideration, in regard to the 


| interests of this Government and the service of a 


particular branch thereof. I asked, then, of this 
House, only until to-morrow, that we might be 
able to conclude our investigation of the appropri- 
ation for the Indian service, but it was demed. 


| It was denied by the chairman of the Ways and 


Means, who knew more about the business of my 
committee than | knew myself, or than anybody 
else knew. I am sorry the House thought so, 
and closed this debate to-day. What is the re- 
We worked until twelve o’clock last night, 
and again until twelve o’clock to-day, and without 
being able to get through with the entire investi- 
gation. Weare satisfied that the Committee of 
Ways and Means have erred, in striking out thir- 
teen out of twenty-six items of appropriation for 
Indian service. When I come in here to state 
these facts to the House, | am unable to get the 
floor; and now I| have five minutes to go into the 
investigation of a subject which it would take me 
an hour to do justice to orto explain to the House. 
lam not famed for consuming the time of the 
House for purposes of Buncombe or of personal 
display. 

l ask the House, what are you to do when you 
come to vote upon these questions? I know I 
shall stand instructed by the Committee on Indian 
Affairs to offer, as amendments to the deficiency 
bill, a large number of the items for Indian ser- 
vice which have been rejected by the Ways and 
Means; and I shall have but five minutes to ex- 
plain the necessity of those items, many of which 
could not be explained in ten or fifteen minutes. 
Debate ought to be heard on both sides, as to 
whether the Ways and Means Committee did right 
in rejecting these items. TheCommittee on Indian 


| Affairs believe they éan show satisfactorily to the 


House that they did wrong in rejecting them; but 
it cannot be done in five minutes. I would scorn 


to go into the consideration of any subject in five | 
I merely want to show the House the 


minutes. 
condition that this business has been brought into 
by the hasty and sudden closing of debate; and 
that, too, in the face of the protest of a member of 
the committee, who declared that the debate ought 
not to be closed, and could not be closed, without 
a risk of great and serious injury to the service of 
the country, and to that portion of the service in 
which, if there is heart, and soul, and feeling, in 
the bosom of the American people, they ought to 
be most peculiarly guarded to see that there is no 
injustice done. 

Mr. POLK, (interrupting.) If the gentleman 
will allow me, I will move, by unanimous consent, 
that he be permitted to go into this investigation. 


I consider this a matter of considerable impor- | 


tance. I, myself, know nothing about it. No argu- 
ment has been addressed to it at all, and I should 
be obliged to vote in the dark. 

Mr. JOHNSON. I will state that when this de- 
bate was closed yesterday, the same hot haste pre- 
vailing, after the wrong itself was consummated, a 
motion was made to reconsider the resolution and 
that motion was laid upon the table. There is, 
therefore, no way in which I can obtain a hearing, 
for if it depends on unanimous conseng, I presume 
in a House of two hundred and thirty-seven, there 
would always be somebody to object to every- 
thing. Yes, even the light of heaven is objected 
to here. 

Mr. POLK. I hope there will be no objection. 
I will, with the permission of the gentleman, move 
that the committee rise. 

Very well. I will give way 
for that motion, trusting that when next we go 
into committee, I shall be allowed, by unanimous 


| consent, to explain the items; if not the Indian 
| service can take its course. 


Mr. POLK then moved that the committee rise; 
which motion was agreed to. 

Thecommittee accordingly rose, and the Speaker 
having resumed the chair, the chairman of the 
committee reported that the Committee of the 
Wholeon the stateof the Union had had the Union 


a 


| State of Indiana, late assistant marshals of 
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House bill No. 207,and had come to no conclusion 
thereon. 





SEAT OF GOVERNMENT OF OREGON. 


Mr. LANE, by unanimous censent, submitred 
the following resolutions; which were severally 
read, considered, and agreed to: 

Resolwed, That the President of the United States be re 
quested to lay before this House a copy of the correspond 
ence with John P. Gaines, Governor of the Territory of 
Oregon, relative to the location and establishment of the 
seat of government of said Territory. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be re 
quested to lay before this House, a copy of the correspond 
ence between that Department, and E. Hamilton, Seere 
tary of Oregon relative to the location of the seat ef gov 
ernment of said Territory, and the mileage and per diem of 
the members and officers of the Legislative Assembly of 
said Territory. 

Mr. MEADE. I have a drawer full of reports 
from the Committee on the Judiciary, which I ask 
the unanimous consent of the House to permit me 
to present. 

Mr. BAYLY. I would be the last man to 
thwart my colleague in anything, but I object. 
[Laughter. } 

On motion by Mr. MEADE, the House then 
adjourned, 


PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 

By Mr. St. MARTIN: The petitioner of John B. Coop- 
er, claiming remuneration for losses sustained in the war of 
1812. 

By Mr. JOHNSON, of Ohio: The memorial of David 
McFarland and William Welty, of Tuscarawas county, ask 
ing additional compensation for taking the Seventh Census. 

By Mr. ASHE: The memorial of Edward B. Dudley and 
others, citizens of North Carolina, against the extension of 
the Woodworth patent for planing boards, &c 

Also. the memorial of John D. Wilhanis and others, eit 
izens of North Carolina, against the extension of the Parker 
patent 

By Mr. HENDRICKS: The petitions of John D. Smith, 
of Tipton county, and P. Hutton, of Marion county, in the 
said counties, 
praying that additional compensation be made to the assist 
ant marshals for services in taking the Seventh Census of 
the United States. 

By Mr. THOMPSON, of Virginia: The petition of FE. 


. 


S. M. Hill and 130 other citizens of the county of Logan, 
against the renewal of the Woodworth patent 

Also, the petition of William F. Peterson and others, in 
relation to the collision of steam boats on the western 
waters, and the best mode of preventing the same. 

By Mr. SCUDDER: The petition of Benjamin F. Rob 
bins and others, owners of schooner Medium bost at sea, 
for an allowance of fishing bounty. 

By Mr. BOWIE: The petition of John H. Bright, pray 
ing to be allowed bounty land due his uncle, William 
Bright, a revolutionary soldier. 

By Mr. McDONALD: The petition of Horace Parker, 
for increase of pay for his services at navy-yard in Kittery, 
Maine. 

By Mr. MOORE, of Pennsylvania: Resolutions of the 
Legislature’ of Pennsylvania “relating to Smith O’Brien 
and his associates in exile ;"’ and also in reference to the 
establishment of a navy-yard depot and dry dock on the 
Lake frontier. 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, March 19, 1852. 
Prayer by the Rev. Lirrteron F. Morgan. 


EXPLANATION. 


Mr. CASS. Mr. President, a letter has just 
been published in the Union, addressed by Colonel 
Davis to the editors of the Mississippian, and 
copied from the latter paper, which, relating as it 
does, to some of the positions I have taken in the 
Senate, as well as elsewhere, seems to me to require 
some remarks; especially as my true views, in one 
respect at least, are misunderstood. I have to 
thank Colonel Davis for the justice he has done 
me, with that spirit of frankness which becomes 
his character. And, while he dissents from my 
conclusions, as he had a right to do, he bears tes- 
timony against an odious charge, never, indeed, 
resting upon the slightest foundation of trath, that 
I designed to deceive the South, as to my real 
opinions, in my Nicholson letter. Some time 
since, when I first learned this accusation, I ap- 
pealed to Southern Senators upon this floor, and 
said it was well known to many of them, that the 
plain language of my iptier corresponded with my 
views, and that my opinions were perfectly under- 
stood when the letter was first published. You 
will recollect, sir, that not one member contra- 
dicted this statement, and that several of them gave 
their assent to it, and among these was Colonel 
Davis. 

I am not going into a review of the old contro« 


































































































































— 
versy, connected with the general —— of the 
Wilmot proviso. I desire, principally, to put 
myself right, in one particular, where Colonel 
Davis has misunderstood me. It will be recollected 
that when my Nicholson letter was written, we 
had not acquired California. It was yet during 
the existence of the war, and the principles I dis- 
cussed had therefore relation to the usual form of 
territorial governments, as established by the au- 
thority of Congress. My object was to show that 
Congress had no constitutional power to insert the 
Wilmot proviso in the organic laws, because the 
right to establish such governments being founded 
upon nécessity alone, could extend no further than 
that necessity required, which is satisfied when 
the governments are organized, leaving to the peo- 
ple all other rights in their administrauon. These 
organic laws, all of them indeed, grant or recog- 
nize the right of legislation in the Territories, to 
be exercised in the mode pointed out. It isa gen- 
eral power, embracing all the objects of human 
legislation, unless in particular cases, where re- 
strictions are imposed. My opinion is, that Con- 
gress can impose no restriction upon the power 
to regulate the relation of master and servant, ln- 
cluding the condition of slavery in the Territories, 
any more than they can upon the relations of hus- 
band and wife, or of parent and child. Every 
Territorial Legislature which has existed has ex- 
ercised full power, uncontrolled power, over the 
two latter domestic relations, by virtue of being 
the depositories of legislative authority, and not 
because those objects, or indeed any others, were 
specially committed to their charge; thus assuming 
hat Lisa just object for such action, in conse- 
quence of the grant of general powers of legislation. 
And in the ‘Territories, where there has been no 
Wilmot proviso, the power to regulate the condi- 
tion of slavery has been freely exercised among 
the other objects of legislation, without any ex- 
ress grant whatever; and in all of them it could 
be exercised in the same manner, either to estab- 
lish or abolish slavery, unless controlled by supe- 
rior Congressional action, in conformity with the 
Constitution. I should like to haye any man point 
to me a single reason why a Territorial Legis- 
lature, if left uncontrolled in this respect by Con- 
cress—and all who are opposed to the Wilmot 
proviso believe they should be thus left—can legis- 
late upon one of these domestic relations and not 
upon the others. I speak of the legal power, for 
that is the question at issue. Upon what principle 
ean a line be drawn on the chart of legislation, 
which would divide those great objects of social 


\ 


life, and leave one of them without the sphere of 


legitimate control, and the other within it?) The 
same general terms of power which include one 
include all; and yet we are called upon to deny that 
power in a particular case, and to Jeave it in un- 
questionable operation in all other cases. If indeed, 
as | have heretofore said, and now repeat, the 
right to take slaves into the Territories is one, as 
has been contended, which is secured by the Con- 
stitution, there is an end to the question. It would 
be a right which would auasiie and overthrow 
both congressional and territorial legislation in op- 
position to it. I have never been able, myself, to 
see the force of that construction which gives this 
effect to any of the constitutional provisions, but 
IT was always willing, and so expressed myself, 
that the question, being a claim of right, should be 
submitted to the Supreme Court, and that its de- 
cision should be final. But it will be observed 
that Colonel Davis, in his letter, and I believe 
those who take similar views of this question, place 
their opposition to my doctriné, not upon the es- 
tablishment of such a constitutional right, to be 
found in the Constitution itself, but upon the prob- 
able practical result of the territorial power, that 
it would give a peculiar direction, in the early 
periods of the governments, to the legislation of the 
country, and if not establish, at any rate exercise, 
a powerful influence upon its permanent policy. 
No doubt, sir, it would be so; but it is one of those 
consequences that cannot well be avoided. There 
are wide differences of opinion in many portions 
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effect of this impress, but it extends to all the ob- | 


| jects of legislation, which derive their color very 


| very existence of society. 
| to establish a government, what kind of one must |! 
But, sir, || 


of this country upon questions of internal policy, 4 


and little uniformity of system in their adjustment. 
Each settler, during the period of settlement, natu- 
rally prefers that state of things to which he has 
been accustomed, and thus is it that an early char- 
acter is given to these local institutions, which it 
is afterwards difficult to change. It is not alone the 
condition of master and servant, which feels the 


| century. 


much from the views of the first settlers. If a 
newly-settling Territory is first occupied by a ma- 
jority of emigrants from a slave State, they will 
be very apt to establish slavery in their new resi- 
dence. If,on the contrary, they come from a non- 
slaveholding State, they will probably be equally 
strongly inclined to establish that exclusion to 
which they have been accustomed; and so with re- 
lation to all the objects of concern which are regu- 
lated by law. And where was there ever a com- 
munity whose political and social system was not 
more or less influenced by the predominant opin- 
ions and character which marked its early inhab- 
itants? But this objection, sir, whatever weicht 
it is entitled to in the scale of expediency, does 
not touch the question of right. That does not 
even depend on Congressional action, but upon the 
Constitution, which does not even look to this sub- 
ject of early or of late legislation, nor the practi- 
cal considerations to which it may give rise. The 
rightful power, therefore, is not affected by the 
mode in which it may be exercised, whether bear- 
ing upon one or another of the vast variety of ob- 
jects of civilized life which fall within the scope 
of legislation. All,therefore, [ claimed for the terri- 
torial governments was the right of legislation in 
all cases not in conflict with the Constitution; the 
same general riehts of legislation, which enabled 
the territoria! governments of Mississippi, of Ala- 
bama, and other Southern Territories, to control 
the question of slavery within their limits, and 
which the Northern Territories might have con- 
trolled at their pleasure, had there been no restric- 
tion upon their power. This was no question of 
‘** sovereignty,’’ but of right, under the sovereign 
authority of the Constitution, And if the first set- 
tlers in the Territories might establish their future 
policy upon this subject, by early legislation, | 
know of no constitutional principle which could 
refuse the same powers to all the others. 

A few words more, sir, as to California, and 
what has been called ‘* squatter sovereignty.”’ I 


have already said, that my Nicholson letter referred | 


only to such territorial governments as had been 
established by Congress, and it looked only to 
such governments to be thereafter established by 
the sameauthority, over future acquisitions, should 
any such be confirmed to us by a treaty of peace. 
As to the condition of things in California, which 
followed, in consequence of the failure of Congress 
to provide governments for the Mexican cessions, 


| no one foresaw it; certainly no one endeavored to 


provide against it. My letter, therefore, did not 
touch that point at all. But the difficulty came, | 
and a large body of American citizens, upon the 


| shores of the Pacific, found themselves without 


government, and exposed to all the fearful evils, 
which such a state necessarily brings with it. Life, 
property, all the objects, indeed, of the social sys- 
tem, were at hazard, without some prompt and 
efficient action. That action we refused to take, | 
and the people had no other reliance but upon their | 
own wisdom and energy. ‘The result was honorable 
to themselves, to their country, and to human na- 
ture. It was the most trying experiment, perhaps, | 
ever made upon the capacity of man for self-gov- 
ernment, but they passed through the fiery furnace 
unscathed, untouched, indeed, by the devouring 
element. They established a government, and I 
am notgoing to argue with any man, who denies 
their right to have done so. Tassume it as aself- 
evident proposition, in this middle of the nineteenth 
' I® was not, as it has been called, anact | 
of revolution; for how can there be a revolution, | 


| when there has been no preéxisting government? It 


was an act of political organization, essential to the 
Well, sir, if they had 


it have been? Some say territorial. 
that was impossible, for that kind of government 
presupposes certain relations with the United | 
States, which Congress alone can define and reg- 

ulate. [t was impossible fora self-constituted gov- | 


out the action of that authority. Nothing else | 
was left to the people but to do as they did, to lay 
the foundation of their own government, and then | 
come to Congress with their work. Conceding, 
then, that they had the right to provide for their | 
indispensable political wants by this course, what 
limitation was there upon the exercise of their | 
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| no such charge. 


March 19. 


powers, in framing their government ? Why 
if they could do anything, they could do 22" 
thing, not in conflict with the Constitution “very. 
United States. And this brings me back», 
original question, whether the Constitution a,” 
expressly, or by necessary implication peohibe 
the exercise of this contested power, or wh = 
it grants any rights, which render its action 9 a 
patible with their superior obligation. | coon 
ready said, I can find, for myself, nosuch provi ze 
in that instrument. It will be recolle-teq thers 
whole basis of my argument, whether ‘tight 
wrong, was founded on the indefeasilje ier 
every distinct political community, to regulate - 
own government, when not rightfully contro its 
by some superior authority. The only superin, 
authority which, in this country, could Jinyy +,, 
right, must be derived from the Constitution .y 
the United States; and, therefore, every 
power, not thus limited, belongs to the people of 
the Territories. That was andis my view 

Asto theterm *‘squatter sovereignty,” or Jp d 
lord sovereignty,’’ and the reproach jit is ; wind 
to carry with it, they become neither our are noy 
country. Men are entitled to government, ‘me 
if they are landless, and human life and humg 
happiness are worth protection, notwithstandine 
a remote authority may be the great landjord 
holding vast domains in a state of nature, whic) 
it neither grants nor governs. Many of the doc. 
trines upon this subject carry us back to the mid. 
die ages, when land was everything and 
nothing. 
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We have arrived at a period when ber. 


| ter views prevail; when human nature asserts jt; 


rights, and the exercise of political power dogs 
not depend upon the accident of property, by 
upon the great principles of freedom and jus 
equality. One of two things is inevitable: Ejthey 
the people of California had the right to establis} 
a government for themselves, without reference | 


to 


| squatter sovereignty,’’ or ‘landlord sovereign. 


ty,”’ or they were necessarily condemned to live 


without a government, or rather to die without one: 
for human life, under such circumstances, would 
be far more precarious than in the bloodiest battle 
on record. They chose to do what we refused: 
to found a political system, affording protection to 
the great objects of human society; and! know 
nothing of the character of my countrymen, 
North or South, if, on calm reflection, they do not 
approve the proceeding. Nor do I believe there 
is one of them, no matter where, who, had he 
been in California in such a perilous crisis, would 
have hesitated to substitute established law for 
lawless violence and physical strength. 

I observe, what had not struck me before, that 
in an extract from his speech, which Colonel Da- 
vis refers to, he says that I spoke of the fanati- 
cism of the South. Sir, that is a deduction from 
my remarks, and one which, I think, their tenor 
does not justify. I used no such term. | made 
I did indeed complain of a too 
prevalent indisposition among our Southern breth- 
ren to make just allowance for the position and 
natural opinions of Northern men. It was not 
enough that they should reeognize and defend the 
constitutional rights of the South as zealously and 
honestly, and, | may add, under circumstances of 


| a good deal of personal difficulty, as those of their 


own section of country; but they were almost de- 
nounced as Abolitionists, as Northern fanatics, | 
said, in some quarters, unless they avowed and 


| believed that slavery was the best condition of hu- 
| man society. This is the substance of my remarks 
| 


upon that topic; and I know that this sentiment of 
regret was participated in by some of the most 


| steadfast friends of the South upon this floor; and 


certainly those remarks were made not in a spint 


| of hostility, but with feelings of pain that so little 


confidence was placed in exertions rightfully and 
honestly made. 


REGISTRY OF VESSELS. . 
On the motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the bills 


the House of Representatives to authorize the '* 


: a ren '| suing of a register to the brig America, and to alr 
ernment to put itself in that position, with its laws || 8 °s § . 


and officers controlled by federal authority, with- + 


thorize the issuing of a register to the ship Kos- 
suth, were considered as in Committee of the 


| Whole, reported to the Senate, read a third time, 


and passed. 


NAVY-YARD AT SAN FRANCISCO. 


Mr. GWIN. I wish to detain the Senate * 
single moment, not for the porposs. of a personal 
explanation, but in regard to the disposition that 
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